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RACI AL TENSI ON CURBED VI A FAI R WVEALTH DI STRI BUTI ON, SAYS DR M

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Fair and equitable distribution of
the country's weal th had enabl ed Mal aysia to curb racial tension anong its
mul ti-racial community, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhanmad sai d tonight.

The prime mnister said through the National Econom c Policy (NEP)
introduced after the May 13 racial riots, the governnent nmanaged to
distribute the country's wealth fairly although certain groups had
initially criticised the NEP

"Many criticised us as the NEP is said to be not based on neritocracy
but we went ahead with it. In 20 years, we nanaged to bridge the
disparities in wealth anobng the various races," he said when speaking at an
al | -communi ty di nner here.

As a result of the prevailing peace, political stability and racial
unity, the government could i npl enent many i nfrastructure devel opnent
proj ects including sophisticated buildings and an international airport
that could handle up to 25 million passengers a year, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia's rapid devel opment coul d be seen throughout
the country including in Sabah which had been turned into a fast devel opi ng
state.

He said the government needed to take into account the country's
forward pl anni ng before enbarki ng on a devel opnent progranme.

He al so urged | eaders of the various ethnic groups in Sabah to play
their role in ensuring the people' s well-being.

In his speech, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said the Barisan
Nasi onal 's (BN) power-sharing concept was truly realised when the BN took
over the helmof the state administration in 1994,

"Since then, there is enhanced political harnmony in Sabah than before,"
sai d Donpok, who is al so Sabah BN chai r man

The continued political stability and racial harnony gave confi dence to
the Sabah BN that the people would return the ruling coalition to power in
the soon-to-be held state el ection, he added.

- - BERNAMA

JS/ MAM TS



	RACIAL TENSION CURBED VIA FAIR WEALTH DISTRIBUTION, SAYS DR M (Bernama 27/11/1998)

