02/ 04/ 1998

Rahi m Acehnese not singled out

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Inthe effort torepatriate illegal inmgrants,
I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi mNoor said today there was
no di scrim nation agai nst the Acehnese of Sumatra.

He chided the foreign nmedia and certai n non-governmental organisations
whi ch bel i eved al | egati ons of police brutality agai nst those fromAceh
particularly duringrioting at the Senenyih | mrigration Detention Centre

on March 26, where a policerman and ei ght I ndonesianillegal inmmgrants
were killed.

"My reply to the NGOs' allegations ... try and i magi ne how they (the
NGOs) as pol i cemen, woul d react when confronted by the illegals duringthe
rioting at Sermenyi h," he tol d Bernama.

On Monday, 14 Indonesian illegal inmmgrants in a canvas-top lorry forced

their way into the regi onal office of the United Nati ons H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees in Jalan Bukit Petaling.

Claimng to be refugees fromAceh and seeking political asylum they
distributed handwitten statements alleging police mstreatnent during a
riot at the Lenggeng detention centre in Negri Senbilan, apart from
claimng their food was spi ked.

Asked to comment on the statenment, Rahimsaid, it smacked nore of
politics, adding that Malaysia neither interfered in the problenms of Aceh
nor provided political asylumto those fromthe province.

He al so rapped the Aceh/ Sumatra National Liberation Front for
al | egations of Mal aysian brutality.

Forei gners who entered illegally, would continue to be regarded as
illegals.

"They (Achehnese) can bark, but renmenber, all this while they were on
Mal aysi an soil," he added.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Taj ol Rosli Ghazali said the
Governnent had not deci ded on the next course of action if UNHCR deci ded
to grant refugee status to the 14.

He said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, who is al so the
Home M nister, would have to nake the deci sion.

Taj ol was asked by reporters, who net hi mnear |stana Negara today, on
t he Governnent's stand shoul d t he UNHCR grant refugee status to the 14.

Yest erday, the UNHCR was gi ven two weeks to determ ne their status after
a nmeeting between the head of the |iaison office, Gottfried Koefner, and
Foreign M nistry deputy secretary-general, Datuk CGhazzali Shei kh Khali d.

Later, at the Parlianment | obby, Tajol said the decision not to recognise
the 14 as political refugees was to avoid allow ng the hundreds of
t housands of illegal immgrants to nake sinmlar clains.

Citing an exanple, he said the Vi etnanese boat peopl e had made such
cl ai ms.

"W synpat hi se with t hem (Achehnese) but we too, are not in a position
to accommodat e them

"If they cone in the hundreds of thousands, where are we goi ng to put

then? They will need jobs. If they don't have jobs, who will | ook after
their welfare," he said.
I n Tawau, police have detai ned si x suspected agents for illega

i mm grants under the Internal Security Act for all egedly smuggling them
into the country.
The six - Kadir Anmbotwo, 47, Ramli Ahmad @Raml i Kapiting, 39, Ruding



Anci, 42, Manja Bata, 50, Hanrah Gani, 38 and Hanjah Dullah, 34, - were
froma nei ghbouring country and had valid travel documents.

State Police Commi ssioner, Acting Deputy Comnmi ssioner Amir Junus, said
t hey were picked up fromtheir houses i n Kanpung Titi ngan and Tanj ung Bat u
Dar at yesterday norni ng under Section 73 (1) of the I SA

Police also arrested four illegal inmmgrants found with the agents
during the operation between 6amand 7am
Amir said this was the first tinme agents for illegal inmmgrants were

detained in the State.

I n Mal acca, police detained 14 I ndonesi ans bel i eved to be Acehnese, who
had no valid travel docunents, on Monday.

Deputy Superintendent Farid Mahnud, said police were checking if they
were nenbers of the Aceh Liberation Front.

In Kuantan, State I nm gration Department director Alwi Bavutty said the
remai ning 281 illegal immgrants at the Kemayan detention centre in
Tener| oh woul d be deported soon.

They conpri sed 98 I ndonesi ans, including one fromAcheh, and 183 ot hers.
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