22 JUN 1998
Mahat hi r - Rahi m
RAHI M HAS THE RI GHT TO SUE RUSLAN KASSI M SAYS PM

SHAH ALAM June 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Thanby Chi k has the right to take | egal action
agai nst an Umo nenber for allegedly making fal se accusati on agai nst the
former Mel aka Chief Mnister.

"I don't have any comments (regarding Rahim s intention to sue). It's
his right to do what he wants....so long as he adheres to the law, " the
Prime M nister said.

Rahi m had announced earlier today that he woul d be sui ng Rusl am Kassi m
a party nember from Negeri Sembilan, for alleging at the Umo genera
assenbly on Saturday that the publisher of a book discrediting Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad used the business preni ses bel ongi ng
to him(Rahim and his wife

Dr Mahathir said he had advi sed del egates to the Umo assenbly that
t hey must be responsi bl e when naki ng speeches.

"I had at the very outset spoken on the need for us to be responsible.
We shoul dn't accuse other people as otherwise they will take action and
then we get angry," he told a news conference after opening a reception to
honour the one mllionth custoner of EON, the distributor of the nationa
car.

Meanwhi | e, Mahat hir said the government woul d continue to publish the
list of those awarded privatised projects and governnment contracts if they
peopl e want ed so.

"But the people too nust reveal things, don't just ask the governnent
to do so. The press too nust disclose things including about currency
traders. Everyone should know who are the ones trading," he said.
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