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RAHI M SUES Tl ME MAGAZI NE AND UMNO YOUTH EXCO FOR DEFANMATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- Fornmer Melaka Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chik has filed a RMb5 million |ibel suit against Tinme
magazi ne over an article which appeared in its June 15 i ssue and a RML5
mllion defamati on suit agai nst Umo Youth exco Rosl an Kassi m over
al l egations made at the recent Umo general assenbly.

Abdul Rahimtold a news conference here that the two suits were filed
on his behalf by Messers Puthucheary, Firoz and Asnet in the H gh Court
her e today.

He said that Tinme magazi ne was being sued over an article entitled "One
Angry Man" headlined "How Mal aysia Throttles Dissent" in which he has been
nment i oned.

In his suit agai nst Roslan, who is al so Negeri Senbilan Umo Youth
head, he said that he was seeking RVb million for slander and RMLO million
for libel over his statement at the Umo general assenbly allegedly |inking
himto the publication of the book "50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak bol eh Jad
PM' (50 Reasons Wiy Anwar Cannot Becone PM all egedly defani ng Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Abdul Rahi msaid that Tine magazi ne had underm ned the integrity of the
Mal aysi an government and its administration of justice by its reference to
his all eged sex scandal with an underage girl

Rahi m naned the publisher of the Asian edition of Tinme nmagazi ne, John
Marcom Tine Inc, Asia, publisher of the Asian edition of Tinme Migazi ne;
the sub-editor of the Asian edition of Time magazi ne, Donald Mrrison; and
journalist David Lei bhold as defendants.

According to his wit of summons which was distributed to reporters,
the article, also produced over the Internet, is neant to refer to him as,
anong ot hers, being guilty of rape or statutory rape and guilty of
corruption but was not prosecuted on such offences by the Mahathir
admi ni strati on.

"l have instructed by |awers to do whatever they could to have the
hearing expedited in view pf the public interest involved as the
al | egati ons have undernmined the integrity of the governnent during this
crucial period as well as tarnish ny pride and reputation,” he said.

Abdul Rahim who was acconpani ed by several aides at the news
conference, said that it was strange and cruel that in pursuing a
comerci al objective and a political agenda, he had been nmai med and
destroyed over sonething for which he had not been prosecuted and convicted
by the court.

He said that he had been humiliated, |abelled a crinminal and terned an
unfit Muslim at the national and international |evel

Abdul Rahim who is also former Umo Youth chief, said that he and his
fam |y had suffered continuous hum liation.

"I feel that there is a real need for the people and the whol e nation
to know exactly, through this case, the actual reasons and concrete grounds
for the Attorney-General not to prosecute nme like how!| was unfairly
accused and tried by the mass nedia," he said, reading froma three-page
prepared text.

On his defamation suit agai nst Roslan, he said that his | awers had
al so been instructed to get an early hearing date so that all allegations
agai nst himcoul d be dispelled.

Abdul Rahi msaid that he had obtai ned a copy of the videotape recording



of Roslan making his speech at the Umo general assenbly and in his wit of
sumons, he had pointed out the offending excerpts of the speech.

He said that many things had been inplied fromRosl an's speech
i ncluding that he was responsi ble for the publication and distribution of
the book, assisting in its publication and distribution and guilty of a
pl ot to undernmi ne Anwar's position in Umo and as Deputy Prine M nister.

Abdul Rahimsaid that he was also referred to as trying to destabilise
Umo, as a disloyal Umo nenber, envious of power of others, guilty of
trying to cause the downfall of Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and to cause Dr Mahathir and Anwar to be at | oggerheads.

He said that the wits of summobns had been served on the defendants
soon after they were filed in court.

Asked whether Roslan had tried to contact himto offer his apol ogy, he
said that none of the defendants had offered their apol ogi es al though he
had witten to seek apol ogies fromthem on July 13.

On whet her Roslan, in naking his speech at the Umo general assenbly,
had i mmunity fromthe law, he said that only Menbers of Parlianent had such
imunity during Parlianent sittings and therefore those responsible shoul d
suffer the consequences of their actions.

"I will also take simlar action against the DAP for bringing up ny
nane here, there and everywhere," he said wthout el eborating.

Abdul Rahimsaid that he had also filed an application for an
i njunction seeking to restrain the defendants fromfurther publishing,
witing or distributing anything regarding him
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