08/ 08/ 1998

Rally to pronote Al DS awar eness

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Mal aysian AIDS Council and its Japanese counterpart,
Ri bbon Proj ect Japan, and the Mtoring Association of Malaysia (PPM wil |
join hands to participate in the Silverstone Third Asian Rally to create
Al DS awar eness.

The rally will be flagged off at Dataran Merdeka tonorrow by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

It ains to pronote Al DS awareness anong people in rural areas.

The rally - with a convoy of nore than 80 vehicles - will begin in Kuala
Lunpur and end i n Chiangmai, Thailand on Aug 15. Each vehicle will be
adorned with stickers fromthe R bbon Project.

The convoy, conprising nmore than 50 teans fromsix nations, wll pass
t hrough towns, cities, Orang Asli villages and rural areas in both
countries that are not easily accessi bl e by conventional vehicles.

A representative fromthe R bbon Project Japan, Norio Maruhashi, wll
al so be conpeting inthe rally. He will al so undertake the task of
di stributing panphlets and brochures to people along the route.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council chai rman, Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, said: "W
are glad to be involved in this canpaign as we are able to work with the
Ri bbon Project Japan and the Mdtoring Association of Malaysia in raising
awar eness on H V/ Al DS, especially anong the conmunities in inaccessible
| ocations. ™"

She added that this was an excell ent opportunity to educate and protect
the rural people fromH V/ Al DS.

Mari na was speaking at the joint Third Silverstone Asian Rally-Ri bbon
Proj ect - Mal aysi an AIDS Council Press conference at the M ng Court hotel
t oday.

The Mal aysian AIDS Council will assist the Ri bbon Project all the way to
t he Mal aysi a- Thai |l and border, after which it will pass the responsibility
to its Thai counterparts.

Sai d PPM vi ce-president MJ. Ganesan: "W are proud to be associ ated
with the Mal aysi an AIDS Council and the Ri bbon Project of Japan.

"We will provide all the necessary assistance to themthroughout the
journey to nake the canpaign a success.”

(END)
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