02/ 07/ 1998

Ram i: Progranme has made rural folk resilient

GRIK, Wed. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said the Gerakan Desa
Wawasan programme | aunched two years ago has made the rural folk in the
State nore resilient.

He said they had accepted changes introduced by several government
agenci es.

"They have learnt to maxi m se |ocal talents and products, increasing
their incone,” he said when | aunching the State-Ievel Gerakan Desa Wawasan
at Kanpung Ganda near here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | aunched the national -
| evel canpaign in Felcra Seberang Perak in 1996.

Present at yesterday's event were Deputy Mnister of Rural Devel opnent
Dat uk K. Kumaran and Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Mohd Taj ol Rosli Ghazali,
who is also Gik M.

Ram i said since 1996, 126 villages and | and schenmes in Perak had been
i ncl uded under the programre.

Earlier, Kumaran said his Mnistry planned to include 3,000 settlenents
under the Seventh Mal aysi a Pl an programe.

So far, he said, 1,183 kanpungs and | and schenes had been included in
the programme and RMR20.8 million had been spent on soci o-econom ¢ and
i nfrastructure devel opnent .

"W have al so provided | eadership training to 2,670 people fromthese
settlements. "

( END)
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