10/ 02/ 1998

Ram i: Ensure there won't be chall enges

| POH, Mon. - State Ummo liaison chief Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib today
advi sed Umo nenbers agai nst chal | engi ng exi sting division chiefs at the
di vi sional el ections next nonth.

He said al though there was nothing to stop nenbers fromdoi ng so, those
contenplating vying for the posts shoul d take seriously the no-contest
advice fromparty president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

Ram i said this when asked to comment about the possibility of certain
nmenbers in Perak contesting for the top post during the forthcom ng
di vi sional el ecti ons.

"I amadvising themto heed the Prime Mnister's advice.

"Wher ever possible, there should not be contests because at this nonment
we are facing other pressing problenms which need our attention," said
Ram i, who is also the Menteri Besar.

During a neeting with Kel antan Umo [ ast nonth, Dr Mahathir, who is also
Kel antan Umo |iai son comm ttee chairman, had said the 14 divi sion chi ef
posts in Kelantan should not be contested except for Gua Misang where the
post was expected to be taken over by its MP and forner Senangat 46
presi dent Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah.

Kel antan Umo had regarded this as a directive while several State Umos
had supported it.

In Kangar, Perlis Umo |iaison conmittee chairman Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassi mwarned the State's incunbent party | eaders and aspiring candi dates
not to use his nane to attract voters.

Shahi dan, also the Menteri Besar, said he did not give his blessing to
those eyeing certain positions in the three divisions although they would
not be stopped fromcontesting.

"It is the new blood's right to offer thensel ves for any party post.

"A contest is within the denocratic spirit of the party but | mnust
clarify that | have not endorsed any candidate,” he told reporters at his
of fice today.

Shahi dan sai d he was concerned about a possible split in the party. He
did not anticipate a contest for the top two posts in the Kangar and Arau
di vi sions but several people, he added, had expressed interest in the top
two positions in the Padang Besar division.

The incunbents i n Padang Besar are Deputy Housing and Local CGovernnent
M ni ster Datuk Azm Khalid and State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Bahari Taib

I n Kota Kinabal u, the Sabah Unmo |iai son conmittee today unani nously
deci ded that there should be no contest for all elected posts in the 20
Umo di vi si ons.

For divisional Youth chiefs who are no longer eligible to hold the post,
a successor shoul d be appoi nted based on consensus anong officials at the
di vi si onal |evel

Umo divisions in Sabah are schedul ed to hold AGVs between March 16 and
March 31.
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