22/ 06/ 1998
Rapped for not using party channels (HL)

Syed Nadzri

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad won a

t hunpi ng endorsenment of his | eadership after he delivered a | ong cl osing
speech during which he ribbed and chi ded del egates and enotional ly caj ol ed
themto suppress their self-interest and work single-mndedly to preserve
party unity.

He branded t hose who speak behind the back of others as unity weckers
and appeal ed to | eaders and nenbers to use official channels to express
their grouses instead of washing the party's perceived dirty linen in
publi c.

To | oud appl ause and noi sy expressi ons of approval, he chided a nunber
of leaders at all levels, |anbasted some nenbers of the suprene counci
and naned Youth | eader Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Hami di as one menber who
preferred to go public with his grouses.

The Prinme Mnister said he was saddened that, in the face of allegations
of cronyi smand nepoti sm agai nst the Government, he did not hear anyone
speaki ng up on the nmatter during the suprenme council neetings.

If the proper use of these channels was disregarded, it woul d bog down
the snmooth running of the party and ruin the maxi num advant ages t hat coul d
be gai ned, he said.

He al so gave a run-down of the order of things in the party to rem nd
menbers of the channels available to menbers to voice their grouses.

"It is very inportant that we use proper channel s because it brings
benefit. If we don't, the adm nistration of the party cannot be snooth,"
he said in an adjournnent speech at the end of the three-day Umo assenbly
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The speech, which | asted about one hour 40 minutes, touched on this
i ssue am dst all egations of cronyismand nepotismin the award of
governnent projects. Forenpst anong those who nade the all egati ons was
Ahrmad Zahi d who spoke on the matter after a convention in Johor [ast nonth
and agai n when openi ng the Youth novenent's assenbly on Thursday.

Ahmad Zahi d's remarks, which were echoed by several other Umo Youth
| eaders, triggered a counter-attack by Dr Mahathir on Friday, who had
since rel eased several |ists containing nanes of conpani es and i ndividual s
who had been awarded privati sation projects and shares.

Taking off fromthere, Dr Mahathir said Umo, with a 50-year history
behind it, had a clear-cut order of things with the branches, divisions
and State |iaison conmittees having their specific roles to play and where
nmenbers' voices coul d be heard.

Then there was the suprene council, the highest policy-nmaking forum
"The suprene council nenbership is not a nere |abel to be pinned on the
chest. W should derive the proper benefits fromthe suprenme council for
the betterment of our party."

He was saddened that in this regard, the suprenme council was not used as
a forumto voice out such serious matters as allegations of cronyism
nepoti smand corruption.

He hinself had to read about the all egations of inproper inplenentation
of governnent policies in the newspapers.

"Suprene council neetings are serious affairs and there have been
occasi ons when these neetings stretched from9pmto 4amuntil even
reporters waiting for their outcones had to give up."

The party president gave a rundown of the procedure of such neetings



where he said all 42 nenbers were given a chance to speak.

A supreme council meeting starts with the do'a (prayers), followed by
remarks fromthe president, adoption of the m nutes of the previous
meeting, matters arising fromthe mnutes and the various comittee
reports starting with one fromthe deputy president, the Menteris Besar,
the Youth | eader, the Wanita | eader and the vari ous bureaus.

"Everyone is given a place in the agenda and there is no question of
anyone not being given a chance to speak."

( END)
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