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RAZALI | SMAI L APPO NTED U. N. SPECI AL ENVOY TO MYANVAR

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernanma) -- Malaysia's forner Pernmanent
Representative to the United Nations Tan Sri Razali |Ismail has been
appoi nted UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special envoy to Myannar.

Confirmng this today, Razali said he had sought the advice of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Foreign M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on t he appoi ntment and Dr Mahat hir had gi ven himthe
green light to take up the job.

" My mssionto Myannar is to try to defuse the areas of conflict
bet ween t he Myannar governnment and supporters of (opposition |eader) Aung
San Suu Kyi," Razali told Bernama here.

" | amhappy to take up this mssion as it is the hope of the UN
Secretary-General that there can be a dial ogue between the Myannmar
aut horities and Aung San Suu Kyi and her supporters," he said.

But Razali said he would not be able to go to Myanmar yet as the
authorities in Yangon had still not given pernission for the mssion to
enter the country.

' The mission's trip to Myanmar is being deferred but | hope | can go
when the situation permits,"” he said.

Razal i's appointnment cane in the wake of a new stand-off in Myanmar
between the military-1led governnment and Aung San Suu Kyi, who today staged
a roadsi de confrontation for the second day after being bl ocked from
meeti ng her provincial supporters.

Aung San Suu Kyi, |eader of the National League for Denocracy (NLD),
was prevented from nmeeting her supporters outside the Myanmar capital |ast
month and had to spend six days in a car before officials forced her to
return hone.

Reports from Yangon said it was her fourth failed attenpt to travel to
meet her provincial supporters inlittle over a nonth.

Aung San Suu Kyi, whose party won the 1990 general election by a
| andslide only to see the mlitary governnment refusing to hand over power,
has demanded that the governnent convene by Aug 24 the Parlianent el ected
in 1990 or face "unspecified consequences”.

The UN in a recent statenent on Myanmar urged the governnent to work
wi th Aung San Suu Kyi to resolve the current stand-off peacefully and
qui ckly.

" This incident provides stark evidence of the need for the governnent
to enter into a frank and sincere dialogue with civil society in Myanmar as
a way of overcoming the political difficulties the country is facing," it
sai d.

The UN al so call ed on Yangon to guarantee the rights of freedom of
nmovenent and association of all citizens and to accel erate the process of
national reconciliation leading to the enjoyment of all human rights.

Razali retired as Mal aysia's Permanent Representative to the UNin
March this year after eight years during which he also served for a year as
Presi dent of the UN General Assenbly.

Meanwhi | e, Parlianentary Opposition Leader LimKit Siang said today the
Myanmar government's refusal to accept the visit of Razali's special
m ssion to the country was an "unfriendly and un- Asean act".

Lim who is al so DAP Secretary-Ceneral, said the Ml aysi an gover nnent
shoul d convey its displeasure to the Myanmar government's refusal to all ow
the mission into the country.



He said the Mal aysi an governnment and Asean (Association of Sout heast
Asi an Nations) could not rermain silent at the "deterioration of the
political situation” in Myanmar.

This was especially because Ml aysi a and Asean had justified the
adm ssion of Myanmar into the regi onal grouping as conducive to pronoting
denocracy and human rights in the country.

Myanmar was admitted i nto Asean at the Asean Foreign Mnisters' neeting
here in July | ast year.
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