26 OCT 1998

RE- THI NK RCLE, DR MAHATHI R TELLS PRESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the nmedia should re-think its role and use its powers
well for the future of nmankind.

He said living in a shrinking world, the nmedia could pronbote a positive
concept of nei ghbourli ness.

"The medi a can help to bring about peace,” he said opening the
Commonweal th Press Union (CPU) biennial conference here.

"The Press is not called the Fourth Estate for nothing. It is one of
t he powers which deternines the fate of human soci ety because their reach
has becone gl obal and nore significantly it has overcone di stance and tine
conpl etely," he said.

More than 300 del egates fromthe Commonweal th countries print and
el ectronic nmedia are attending the four-day conference starting today.

Al so present at the opening cerenony was Commonweal th secretary-genera
Chi ef Enmeka Anyaoku

Dr Mahat hir al so posthunously presented the Mal aysian Press Institute's
Nati onal Em nent Journalist Award to the | ate Tun Mohamred Fuad Stephens, a
one-tine Sabah chief mnister and newspaper editor and publisher.
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