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Reasons why Mal aysia will overcone, prosper

John; Hel en Bruk

THE financial problens affecting Asia since |ast sumer and their
repercussi ons on Ml aysi a nmade ne reflect on our recent stay in Kual a
Lunpur .

We made Kual a Lunmpur our hone for alnost three years and enjoyed our
time in Mal aysia. We returned to Canada with many good nenories and very
positive feelings about Mal aysia and its peoples.

W nmoved to Kuala Lunmpur in late 1994. As we drove fromthe airport to
Shangri-la hotel we were inpressed with the city's striking | andscape,
with its beautiful architecture and wi de open green spaces. Those positive
i mpressi ons never di m ni shed.

W were struck by the vitality, charmand hospitality of the diverse and
dynam c peopl es who nmake Kual a Lunmpur such a friendly and exciting pl ace.

We found Mal aysians of all races to have a refined gentility which nakes
themso very |likeable.

The festive spirit surrounding our first Christmas in Kuala Lunpur was
an experience we shall never forget.

As Christians, this made us feel respected and at hone. W shall | ong
renenber the singing of Christnmas carols and decorations around shoppi ng
mall's and hotels, including a "Merry Christmas" sign at the | ocal airport.

Soon thereafter, we enjoyed the festivities of Chinese New Year, Hari
Raya and Deepavali .

What a civilised and generous way of maki ng peopl es of diverse religions
feel respected and happy. Everybody becones enriched and stronger by
knowi ng and respecting ot her people's beliefs and custons.

We wondered whether there is a non-Mislimcountry where its small Mislim
m nority can experience simlar feelings.

Veni ce was once such a place. At the height of its prosperity and power,
Veni ce was wi se enough to recogni se the contributions of its diverse
m norities who brought with thema wealth of know edge and custons. This
included Muslins fromthe Arab world.

It is sad fact that the decline of Venice coincided with the end of that
religious tol erance.

As our stay extended we began to understand Ml aysia better and the
reasons for its inpressive achievenents and potenti al .

VW were inpressed with the vibrancy of the native popul ation that has
redi scovered confidence t hrough substantial acconplishnents in social and
econom c devel oprent .

This confidence is contagi ous and one of the mmin reasons for the
dynam sm and proni sing future of the country.

It was only to be expected that the kind of econom ¢ success you had
enj oyed over the recent past could not |ast forever, but that does not
alter the fact that you are well ahead of where you were two decades ago.

Every econony is subject to cyclical growth which nmeans that neither the
good tines nor the difficult tinmes |ast forever.

Do not all ow the present economnic setbacks to danpen your sense of
acconpl i shnment and confi dence, which together with the social cohesiveness
and religious tolerance are the source of your achievenents, and will be
decisive in dealing with the present difficulties.

Muich credit for this self-confidence and soci al cohesiveness nust be
given to the Governnment under the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.



This may turn out to be the greatest acconplishnment of his | eadership

Mal aysia has a lot going for it. | for one would rather put ny noney
with Dr Mahathir than with financial speculators. His efforts are directed
towards i nproving the well-being of many.

The specul ators regardl ess of whether they are local or foreign are only
interested in advancing their selfish interest at the expense of others.
Beware of the financial sector being naster, rather than nore
appropriately a servant to its custoners, including industry and trade.

Not hi ng good will conme out if the financial sector is |eft unchecked.
Yet, it is inmportant that the financial sector be strong and i ndependent.
It takes real statesmanship to achi eve the proper bal ance.

Take heart. Hard tinmes will of necessity continue until other economni es
inthis increasingly interdependent world make their own difficult
adj ust ment s.

Hel en and | are now back in our hone in Canada.

We believe in your ability to overcone your difficulties and ny wife and
I wish you well.
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