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Recent events ensure new | ease of life for NAM

Syed Nadzri in Durban

THE Non- Al'i gned Movenent, feared to be heading into obscurity because of
its fading role in the post-Cold War era, is likely to get a new | ease of
life at its 12th sunmit in Durban over the next few days.

Quite a few events of |ate have made sure of that - notably the
financial and econonic crises spreadi ng beyond East Asia, as well as the
percei ved coneback of terrorismand international aggression.

The m sapprehensi ons over NAM had a lot to do with the established
belief that the novenment, which had its first summit in Bel grade 37 years
ago, was forned only to tackle concerns over the once-accel erating arns
race between the then Soviet Union and the United States which could | ead
to a nucl ear war.

When the | ast summit ended in Cartagena, Colombia on Oct 20, 1995, that
enduring question of NAM having oulived its rel evance rang out |oud. The
wor | d was | ooki ng good then

It woul d have persisted at the triennial sumrmit this tinme around. But
how ironic that killings, not only human, but also of national econom es,
had to take place for this group of 113 nations to cone alive again

One thing's for sure - Malaysia is not letting go anot her chance of
getting the international community to take stock of the problens that are
causi ng havoc to share and financial markets in many countries.

The consi stency with which Ml aysi a has been taking up the issue is
clear.

It did so at the Commonweal th Heads of Governnment neeting in Edi nburgh
| ast Cctober, followed in quick succession by other high-profile forunms -
the Group of 15 sunmit and the Asean informal summit both in Kuala Lunpur,
the second Asi a- Europe neeting in London, a special G15 summit in Cairo
and the Asean Foreign Mnisters neeting in Mnila.

Foreign Mnistry deputy secretary-general Il N Paraneswaran expects the
issue to figure even nore prom nently at the Durban neet because nore and
nmore countries, even the host, South Africa, are being affected.

Mal aysi an officials believe this issue has |ots of rel evance in nmany
ot her ways to the novenent - like linking it to attenpts by certain big
powers to re-col oni se emergi ng econom es.

It is understood that noves are under way to include this issue in the
final docunment of the summit so that it would appropriately reflect the
gravity of the situation facing nember countries.

The organi sers are understandably upbeat about the whole scenario as
coul d be seen fromthe expressions of secretary-general of the sunmit Aziz
Pahad and other key officials who briefed the Press on Thursday eveni ng.

Aziz, who is South Africa's deputy Foreign Mnister, confidently said
this summit would never turn out to be a waste of tine.

"OfF course it won't be another tal k-shop. Ot herwi se we would not have
agreed to host it," he quipped.

The Durban neeting starts at senior officials |evel over the weekend
foll owed by preparatory sessions by Foreign M nisters on Monday and
Tuesday. The heads of Government will then start their two-day sumrt on
Wednesday.

The official list provided by the organisers indicates that 53 of the
113 menber countries will be represented by their heads of government.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is due to arrive on
Tuesday, enhancing his good attendance record at international forunms of



thi s nature.

He is due to speak on the first day of the plenary session for the heads
on Wednesday eveni ng.

Among the others said to be naking their way are Cuba's Fidel Castro,
Iran's Mohanmad Khatam, India s Atal Bihari Vaj payee , Pakistan's Nawaz
Sharif, Sudan's Qmar Al -Bashir and Afghani stan's Mbohamuad Rabbani

The basic franmework of discussion of the NAMsunmt will still revolve
around topics such as the inpact of globalisation, trade |iberalisation,
nucl ear di sarmanent, the eradication of poverty, human rights and Sout h-
Sout h cooperation

But Aziz mmintained that this did not nmean the | eaders woul d be confined
just to these because there will not be specific itenms on the agenda and
"anyone is free to bring up any issue" for discussion.

Anot her issue-of-the-nmonment is the horror bonbi ngs occurring of |ate,
and the recent United States missile strikes on alleged terrorist targets
i n Af ghani stan and Sudan whi ch have caused i nternational uproar.

The US may have a representative present as an observer who will al so
hol d a watching brief of sorts but as of now, the superpower's presence in
Dur ban coul d not be confirned.

What is nmore or less confirned is that United Nations secretary-genera
Kofi Anan will also be by the sidelines at the summt.

Mal aysia is expected to remain consistent on this issue and that is to
deplore terrorismof any kind and to condenn the US for the nmissile
strikes.

O her key issues expected to figure are nuclear disarmanent in the |ight
of tests carried out recently by India and Paki stan, UN sanctions on Libya
and the usual nmatters related to South-South cooperation.

Applications for menbershi p by Bosnia and Bel arus are al so on the cards.
Mal aysia is giving its full support to both.

But while Belarus is likely to be a breeze, Bosnia will remain a problem
like it did at the last summit when certain countries |ike Zi nbabwe
opposed its inclusion.
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