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Recent events showthat the ISAis still needed: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

RECENT events show that the Internal Security Act (ISA) is still necessary
to ensure peace and harnmony in the country, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad says.

The Governnment was in fact considering repealing the | SA but those
responsi bl e for maintaining national security advised against it, he said.

"I wanted to repeal the I SA and even nade a proposal,"” The Prinme
M ni ster said, adding that this was because he saw that the country was
peaceful and the peopl e appeared mat ured enough to adhere to the | aws.

"As can be seen now, it is clear certain quarters want to cause probl ems
inthe country," he told newsnen after |aunching the National Unity Day
celebration in Shah Al am yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home M nister, was asked to comment on the
Mal aysi an Bar Council's resolution calling for a repeal of the | SA

"They prefer nob rule and street justice... through show of m ght and
chaos... rather than the rule of law to resolve problens," he said.

Those involved in denonstrations mght think it was denocracy, he said,
but for the mpjority of Ml aysians the disturbances had caused a | ot of
pr obl ens.

"Their incomes were affected... the petty traders were unable to run
their business, and the tourists would not cone to Mal aysia. The foreign
medi a meanwhi |l e ran scenes of denpnstrations as if they were happeni ng
everyday in Mal aysia," he added.

Mal aysi ans who are unhappy with the present Governnment and | eaders
shoul d use the proper nmeans to resolve their grievances, not by organising
denmonstrations and illegal rallies or cause riots, Dr Mahathir said.

"They can choose others to run the Governnent when el ection cones ... if
they are not happy with certain |laws, including the | SA, they can get
their el ected representatives to repeal or anend them " he added.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans of various conmunities, cultures and
religions have been united for years and this was anply denonstrated
during the 16th Commonweal th Ganes | ast nont h.

On news that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas rel eased froml| SA detention
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said: "That is his right.”

Asked about the investigations into Anwar's all egations that he was
beaten while in police custody, Dr Mahathir said they were on-going and
when compl eted the findings woul d be submtted to the Attorney-Ceneral.

Earlier, in h2is speech, Dr Mahathir said denocracy does not devel op on
its own. The people have to understand and strive for it.

"Mal aysi ans nust realise that the peace we enjoy today did not cone just
like that ... it is sonething which we have worked hard and strive for.

"Riots, denpbnstrations and ot her unbecomnm ng behavi our are not our way,"
he sai d.

( END)
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