04 COCT 1998
Taj ol -recordi ngs
RECORDI NGS WON' T AFFECT UMNO S EXPLANATI ON, SAYS TAJOL ROSLI

GOPENG, Cct 4 (Bernamm) -- Umo Supreme Council menber Datuk Taj ol
Rosli Ghazali said today the existence of cassette recordi ngs pronoting the
so-cal l ed novenent for reformwi Il not affect the party's briefing to
menbers on the actual reasons for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims expul sion from
t he Cabi net and party.

The party's 2.4 mllion menbers were being enlightened that Anwar's
sacking by Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir Mhanad was based on issues of
norality rather than political reasons, said Tajol Rosli, who is al so
Deputy Home M nister.

He said the mnistry was awaiting reports fromJakim the Islamc
Devel opnent Departnent and the police on the various cassette recordings of
Anwar's speeches and that of his supporters, such as | awer Zulkifli
Nor di n

Jaki mwoul d scrutinise the recordings fromthe religious aspect and the
police, for seditious elenments, he told reporters here after briefing
Gopeng Umo divi si on nenbers on current national issues.

Anwar, who was sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister on
sept 2 and expelled fromUmo the next day, is currently detained under the
Internal Security Act for threatening national security.

Zulkifli, alongside Anwar, is anong nine people still being detained
under the | SA

Al toget her 17 people, including Anwar, were arrested following illega
assenblies and rioting in the federal capital since Sept 20 after Anwar | ed
an illegal procession fromthe National Msque that day.

Pol i ce had since rel eased ei ght of the detainees unconditionally.

Taj ol Rosli hoped the prevailing normal situation in the federa
capital would continue to be preserved with the public staying away from
illegal assenblies and denonstrati ons.

He urged the public to exercise patience and wait for Anwar's trial
process to be conpleted and place their trust in the courts, the
At torney-Ceneral and the police to handle the matter.

Taj ol said: "Continued denonstrations or rioting will worsen the
situation and national stability and will al so prolong the country's
economc crisis.”

Anwar was charged in open court in Kuala Lunpur |ast Tuesday on five
counts of corruption and four counts of sodony and with the fifth count of
sodony the next day in Petaling Jaya. He clained trial to all the charges.

When asked about Anwar's former political secretary Mbohanad Ezam Mohd
Noor and Pul au Pi nang Youth Chief Dr Abdul Rahi m Ghouse, who are now
reportedly in Indonesia, Tajol Rosli said action would be taken agai nst
themupon their return if they were found to have broken the | aw
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