08/ 01/ 1998
"Reduce inports of |ess popul ar goods

Asi ah Buj ang

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has directed the conpil ation
of alist of inported products that can be replaced by | ocal substitutes
with the aimof halting such inports.

Doresti ¢ Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob said such a nmove would help to stemthe outflow of the ringgit
and i nstead encourage consuners to purchase | ocal products.

The i nmported goods include foodstuff and other itens which are stil
found in large qualities in supermarkets, Megat Junid told reporters at
his office after the weekly Cabinet nmeeting. He said there are 50
different types of inported butter, for exanple.

"We have received complaints fromretailers that there are too many
different kinds of drinks and foodstuffs but very few buyers,"” he said.

Megat Junid said the ministry's secretary-general will neet the
i mporters concerned to advise themto stop inporting such goods.

Megat Junid al so urged consuners to use cheaper but quality alternatives
to minimse the effects of rising prices of foodstuff.

For exanple, locally-produced margari ne can be used i nstead of inported
butter when baki ng cakes during the festive season

Traders can also do |ikew se by inmporting onions from Thail and i nst ead
of India or China, he said.

Megat Junid said enforcenment officers have been directed to intensify
checks on shops to ensure that the prices of products do not escal ate.

The Cabi net Conmittee on Essential Goods chaired by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimis to hold a neeting today to discuss,
anong ot her things, neasures to overcone the increase in the prices of
goods.

( END)



	`Reduce imports of less popular goods' (NST 08/01/1998)

