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" REFORMASI ' SUPPORTERS CRI Tl Cl SED FOR CALLI NG ON US | NTERVENTI ON

JELI, Nov 20 (Bernama) -- Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Tajol Rosl
Ghazali today |ashed at supporters of the "Reformasi' novenent for calling
on the United States to intervene and arrest Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad foll owing the current political devel opnent in the
country.

He said as Mal aysi ans, the protesters should not ask foreign powers to
intervene in the country's internal affairs as the people could use their
power through the denocratic process, that is by choosing the government
t hrough el ecti ons.

He denied that the governnent had detained any i ndividual under the
Internal Security Act (ISA) on political issues, adding that the arrests of
several people previously were nmade under the powers of the police provided
in the ISA

He was speaking to reporters after attending the 37th Rel a Day
celebration at the state level officiated by Second Finance M nister Datuk
Must apa Mohaned, here today.

Taj ol Rosli also said that Ml aysia had al ways given priority to
nati onal s of nei ghbouring countries Indonesia, Thailand and the Phili ppines
in meeting the needs for foreign workers as a neans of supporting themin
the face of econonmic problens in their respective countries.

He said the assurance was reenphasi sed when he went to Jakarta on a
four-day visit |ast week when |Indonesia appeal ed that Ml aysi a gave
priority to their nationals to work here.

"We do give thempriority, all we are asking is that they don't
interfere in the political and internal problens while working here, and if
possi bl e, their government should also do |ikew se,"” he added.

Taj ol said Malaysia was willing to assist Indonesia during the economc
crisis in the republic which resulted in 15 mllion I ndonesians being
unenpl oyed.

He said that in hel ping the neighbouring countries, Ml aysia hoped that
these countries respected Mal aysia's stand and deci sions by not interfering
in Malaysia's political issues and internal affairs.

At the cerenpny, Mistapa who is also the Menber of Parlianent for Jel
handed over guns to 20 nenbers of the State Rela.
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