24/ 09/ 1998

Ref ormati on " not somet hi ng new but an on-goi ng process

PENANG, Wed. - The concept of “reformation' is not something newthat is
being introduced in the country this nmonth, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon sai d tonight.

Rat her, he said, it was an on-goi ng process that had been taking place
t hroughout the history of Ml aysia since Merdeka, and especially over the
| ast two decades under the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Speaki ng at the 115th anniversary cel ebrati ons of the Penang Chi nese
Town Hall, Koh said | ooking back, it is evident that a | ot of economic,
social and cultural reformation had taken place over the years.

"I't is the process of such reformation and inprovenent whi ch we have
under gone t hat has brought about devel opnent and progress to the nation."
He said, however, that in the pursuit of devel opnent and progress, it
had to be understood that reformati on and transformati on best happens in a

climte of stability, peace and continuity.

"Wile continually undergoing the process of reformation, transformation
and i nprovenent, it is, however, inportant that there be continuity of
sonme traditions and | eadershi p.

"The Governnment has always and will continue to be open to constructive
criticism but it has to be done through peaceful and | awful ways."

Koh said the fruits of the reformation and transfornmation the country
had undergone was clearly manifested in the nation's devel opment and
progress, and exenplified in the successful hosting of the recently
concl uded 16t h Commonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunpur.

"Besi des the successful hosting of the Ganes, our athletes also did the
country proud by winning a total of 36 nmedals - 10 gold, 14 silver and 12
bronze - to put the country in fourth place. This is certainly no snal
feat," he said.

Li kewi se, he said the Penang Chi nese Town Hall had gradually over the
| ast 115 years been undergoi ng a process of reformati on and i nprovenent in
serving its role to unite the community.

Meanwhi | e, commenting on reported pani c buying by residents out of fear
for the inmnent storns and fl oods expected to be caused by the La N na
phenonmenon, he advi sed the people not to hoard too nmuch food.

"I't should be good enough to stock food at honme to | ast just about three
or four days. | do not expect the effects of the La Nina floods to |ast
nore than three days at a stretch,” he said.

Koh said if the people continue to go into panic buying and hoarding,
the prices would be unnecessarily pushed up

He added it would al so be a shaneful waste if peopl e hoarded food
unnecessarily and did not consune them

( END)
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