02/ 12/ 1998
Ref ormasi group “can forma party'

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, who
had throwmn a challenge to the reformasi novement to stand for el ections,
said today the Government woul d approve their application to set up a
party, if there was one.

He said standing for the election was far better than resorting to
vi ol ent street denonstrations which put many people in hardship.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after |aunching the mai den
delivery of the Ml aysi a-made SME MD3-160 aircraft, ordered by the United
St at es.

The |l aunch was held at SME Avi ation in Subang.

He was asked to comment on a statenent by fornmer Pas Youth secretary
Abdul Mal ek Hussin, who was rel eased unconditionally | ast week after being
det ai ned for 58 days under the Internal Security Act, that the reformasi
nmovenent might be registered as a political party and m ght take part in
el ections.

Dr Mahat hir, when asked whet her the application by the novenent to set
up a political party would be approved, said:

"No problemas long as they do it (the application procedure) properly.
If they want a political party, they can have a political party. |If they
dare, that is."

Asked whet her he was throw ng anot her challenge at them Dr Mbhathir
said: "No, these people are cowards. Wen they are together in |arge
nunbers, they dare to do things, but when they are al one, they keep
quiet.”

In Kota Kinabalu [ast Friday, Dr Mahathir said nenbers of the refornmasi
movenent should stand for elections if they wanted to change the
| eader shi p.

"All we (BN nenbers) need is a healthy nind. W don't need to wear a
headband, go to the streets and shout, burn notorcycles and throw Ml ot ov
cocktail s.

"By using our heads, we can ensure who becones our |eader,"” he had said.

Today, the Prine Mnister said if nenbers of the reformasi novenent
wanted to abuse the | eaders as they were doing now, they could do so at
their el ection canpai gns.

"I amused to being cursed by them anywhere,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said sonme Umo nenbers m ght join the reformasi novenent
because they could no | onger benefit fromthe party.

"These are hardly Umo nenbers. They are just passing through. These are
the people who joined the party with the inpression that joining Umo
woul d be profitabl e because they can secure contracts and ot her benefits.

"But these days, the person who gave these contracts is no | onger there,
so they see no reason to remain in Umo," he said.

Dr Mahathir said previously, people had joined Umo to uphold the
interests of the race, religion and the country.
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