29/ 11/ 1998

"Regardl ess of size, all nust share in task'

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties, big or small, shared the same
responsibilities in helping to achieve victory in the State el ections.

He said sone parties might only be given a seat to contest or none at
all but still it was incunbent on themto ensure BN candi dat es,
irrespective of party, winin the election.

The BN chairman said all conponent party candi dates contesting in the
el ection woul d be BN candi dat es.

Launchi ng the new | ogo and flag of Angkatan Keadi | an Rakyat at Shangri -
La Tanjung Aru Resort, Dr Mahathir said contributions fromall conponent
parties were inportant to the coalition.

He cited Akar as an exanple of "a small' party which was shoul dering the
sanme burden as other “big' parties in the activities and political
devel opnment in the country.

Akar is one of the nine BN conmponent parties in Sabah.

The other parties whose | eaders were at this function included Umo,
Parti Denokrati k Sabah, Sabah Progressive Party, Liberal Denocratic Party,
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, Gerakan, MCA and M C.

The Prime M nister said though small, Akar had shown its commitnent in
bringi ng about political stability, not only in Sabah but the whole
country.

"W should not think that being a State-based political party, our
contributions or responshilities are limted to that particular State," he
sai d, adding that he was confident that Akar and other snall parties would
continue to play their role in achieving the aspirati on of Ml aysia
becom ng a devel oped nati on by 2020.

On Akar's new |l ogo and flag, the Prinme Mnister hoped that it would
serve as a renewed aspiration of the party's efforts in enhancing its role
inthe field of political devel opnent.

Akar president Datuk Pandi kar Amin Miulia, in his speech, said the party,
fornmed nine years ago, would continue to work hand-in-hand with the ot her
BN component nenbers.

He said there was a need for the party to have a new look in its |ogo
and flag in line with the | atest devel opment in the political scenario in
the country.

"Over the years Akar had gone through many challenges ... | never dreant
to be the president,” he said.

Pandi kar, who is State Agriculture and Fisheries Mnister, was the only
Akar candi date who won in the February 1994 State el ections.

He assuned the president's post as the result of a | eadership crisis
that led to the resignation of founding | eaders Dat uk Mark Kodi ng, Datuk
Dr Jeffrey Kitingan and Dat uk Monggoh O ow.
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