28/ 11/ 1998
Rel i gi ous | eaders support call for tolerance (HL)

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Religious |leaders in Sabah today pl edged to support
the Governnment's on-going efforts to pronote religious tol erance, saying
that they woul d co-operate with each other to enhance nutual understandi ng
and respect of each other's faith.

The pl edge was nade when they nmet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is here on a two-day visit.

Dr Mahathir had a one-hour neeting with themat the Shangri-La Tanjung
Aru Resort.

Sabah Muslim Affairs director Datuk Jandin Buyong said Dr Mahathir
enphasi sed the need for the various religious organisations to respect and
under st and each ot her.

Jamdin told newsnen Dr Mahathir al so wanted the peopl e of Sabah to work
together without taking into account one's racial and religious
backgr ound.

He said the Prime Mnister also rem nded religious organisations in
Sabah to be noderate in their approach when propagating their religions to
ensure continued religious tol erance.

"Al'l the religious organisations' |eaders wel comed and appreciated the
remi nder by the Prime Mnister," he said.

Jandin also informed the Prime Mnister that it would ensure nbsques in
Sabah woul d not be used for personal or political purposes by
i rresponsi bl e peopl e.

Sabah Council of Churches president Bi shop Datuk Yong Ping Chung said
the Prime Mnister's vision to ensure continued tol erance anong t he
various religious organi sations was very positive and uplifting.

"We fully support the Prime Mnister's advice for all the religious
organi sation to work together for the good of the country," said Yong, who
is also the Bishop of the Anglican Di ocese of Sabah.

The SCC woul d like to see all citizens in Sabah support the Prine
M ni ster's vision.

Yong told newsnen the SCC inforned Dr Mahathir that it appreciated the
annual grant provided by the Governnent to non-Mislimreligious
or gani sati ons.

The SCC al so expressed its strong stand agai nst ganbling activities in
the State.

Dr S. K. Sarva of the Sabah Hi ndu Association said all Ml aysians shoul d
support the Prime Mnister's quest to maintain religious harnony in the
country.

"We appreciate the Prine Mnister's vision to unite the people
irrespective of their race and religion,"” he told reporters, adding that
it would be inthe interest of the nation to naintain religious tol erance.

Sabah Buddhi st Foundation chairman Fong Kin Vun Poh sai d Ml aysi ans who
val ued peace and prosperity should support the Prine Mnister's vision on
religious tol erance.

The religious | eaders who attended the neeting were State Mufti Datuk
| smai | Abas Sabah Muslim Affairs director Jandin Yong and Bi shop Dat uk
John Lee of the Roman Catholic Church.

Bi shop Voo Thien Fui of the Basel Christian Church of Ml aysia, Pastor
Tai pin Molidoi of Borneo Evangelical Church, Pastor Ross Frederick Mirk
of Baptist Church, Pastor Chung Eu Thau of Sabah Evangelical Church and
Past or Andy Ling of Methodi st Church.



Young Syn Foo of the Local Spiritual Assenbly of the Bahai's of Kota
Ki nabal u, Sarva, Fong, Lu Sau Wah of Toh Tze Kota Ki nabal u and Dat uk Quek
Chi ow Yong of Che Sui Khor Moral Uplifting Society Sandakan.

Tan Boon Book of Che Sui Khor Moral Uplifting Society Kota Kinabal u,

Al ex Foo See Miat of Sabah Buddhi st Youth Association, Henry Tangki of
Prot estant Church of Sabah, Pastor Al en Pas of Calvary Charismatic Centre.
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and Deputy Chief M nisters Datuk
OGsu Sukam and Dat uk Tham Nyi p Shen were al so present at the neeting.
( END)
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