12/ 07/ 1998
Remain true to party's spirit, says Dr Mahathir

Farush Khan
MALACCA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today rem nded Umo | eaders
and nenbers to remain true to the cause and struggles of the party.

The Umo president said the party nust maintain its philosophy of
uphol ding the interests of the people and not those of individuals.

The Prime Mnister said this at a Press conference after a cl osed-door
nmeeting at the Ayer Keroh Country Resort.

More than 80 Mal acca Umo | eaders fromall six divisions, |ed by Chief
M nister and the party's State |iaison conmttee chief Datuk Seri Isnin
wer e present.

Abu Zahar then led Umo |l eaders in a pledge of loyalty and all egiance to
the Prine M nister

The Umo |iaison committee al so expressed its support for the call that
the posts of party president and deputy president not be contested next
year.

Asked what transpired at the neeting, Dr Mahathir said:

"I briefed the nmeeting about our econom c situation, particularly about
the reasons which led to the present difficulties.

"I called upon everyone to understand the problens and what had caused
them | also highlighted the | ost of the Barisan Nasional in the Arau by-
election (on July 4) and reasons for the defeat."

He said Umo | eaders in the State were very interested to know about the
econom ¢ problens and the nmeasures taken to overcome them

At the neeting, Dr Mahathir stressed the need for Umo and BN | eaders
and nenbers to cl ose ranks and work together to help the Gover nnent
overcone the econom c probl ens.

Asked whet her he had conveyed any speci al nmessage at the neeting, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"I want themto fully understand the struggle and the spirit of Umo.

"Umo is for the people and not for individual interests.”

Asked what were the reasons for BN s defeat in Arau, he said there were
many.

"They included the | ack of dedicati on anbng those in Umo as agai nst
those fromthe Opposition who had been active and had shown high spirit in
their struggles.

"Umo seened to have | acked the spirit.”

Asked how could there be a | ack of dedication anong nenbers when Umo
had just held its general assenmbly, he replied: "Arau was consi dered an
Umo stronghold and we were bound to w n.

"The worst that coul d happen, we thought was, victory with a reduced
majority and hence there was no need for us to put in too nmuch work ... we
could win automatically. This is very dangerous thinking."

He said the defeat in Arau would also give a lot of |essons to Umo
menbers and supporters.

It should nmake Umo nenbers and supporters realise howinportant it was
for themto work with greater zeal.

Asked whether the increase in taxes on jungle fruits and the choice of
the Menteri Besar's younger brother as a candidate were factors
contributing to the defeat, Dr Mahathir said: "W cannot say that a
particular result is due to one factor only.

"There are many reasons. | think the tax on the fruits was one of the
causes and this was exploited by the Cpposition.



"The sane with the choice of the candidate which was turned into an
i ssue by the Opposition. This had sone effect and they all added up," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.
( END)



	Remain true to party's spirit, says Dr Mahathir (NST 12/07/1998)

