07 DEC 1998
Def ence
PM S MAI NTENANCE CULTURE REMARKS A GOOD REM NDER, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- The mlitary is taking seriously Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s recent rem nder on the need to
instil a maintenance culture in the Armed Forces, Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

"I think we take the prime mnister's conment in the positive path,
that it rem nds everyone including overselves. To us, his suggestion about
mai nt enance culture is a good remnder to us to create better efficiency,”
he sai d.

Bei ng a practitioner of maintenance culture, such renm nder was a good
warning as the mlitary could not afford to have accidents purely because
of lack of maintenance, he said.

Syed Hanmi d was speaking to reporters after presenting a cheque fromthe
armed forces group insurance schene to Donnnie Gong Wee Hua, wi dow of air
force pilot Capt Jaidev Biaspal who was killed |last Sept 10.

Jai dev' s Hawk 208 advanced fighter jet crashed during an air-to-ground
firing exercise near Gua Misang.

VWhen | aunchi ng the mai den delivery of a Mal aysi a-made aircraft to the
United States here recently, Dr Mahathir told the Defence Mnistry to get
the navy to instil a culture that keeps vessels "ship shape" and cl ean al
the tine.

Syed Hanmid said the remi nder was in fact applicable to all Ml aysi ans,

i ncluding the private sector.

"It is not to the mlitary only. It is applicable to all Mal aysi ans
that they shoul d devel op a very strong nai ntenance culture so that whatever
we do, it will be very good for the assets as well for the standard of
responsibility,” he said.

Syed Hanm d said the navy and the air force have aircraft and vessels

still in service despite them being nore 30 years ol d.

"I'n our case we got ships that run over 40 years. W are still running
with 30 over years helicopters like Nuri (Sikorsky 61-A) and Al ouette. W\
got Wasp and the Caribou still running despite the manufacturers are no

| onger around,” he said.

Such a rem nder fromthe prinme mnister showed how serious the
government | ooked at nmmi ntenace, Syed Ham d sai d.

" So | think we want to nmake sure one of the itenms we definitely wants
to pay attention during the 8th Ml aysian Plan is to ask for good
al l ocation for the purpose of naintenance,"” the mnister added.
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