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REPATRI ATI ON OF | LLEGALS W LL NOT AFFECT ASEAN SPI RI T- MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, March 2 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today Mal aysia's nmove to step up patrols along the

coastal areas to check illegal entry by migrant workers will not affect the
overall Asean spirit of friendship and solidarity.

"We cannot accept the illegals.If we can, we will help.If we cannot how
are we to help..... this repatriation will not affect the Asean spirit.”

In the course of discussions anong the countries facing economc
probl ens, they agreed it was the right of nations including Malaysia to

repatriate people who tried to enter illegally.

"If we can help in their economc recovery this by itself will reduce
t he nunber of cases of illegal entry," he told reporters.

Mal aysi a coul d not accept illegal mgrant workers as she hersel f was
faci ng econom c probl ens, he said.

The Prime Mnister |ast week discussed the illegal entry of migrant

wor kers fromcountries worst affected by the economc crisis with Sultan
Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei

When reporters asked the Prinme M nister about the MIUC- Cuepacs boycott
of chicken, he said the government's reason for approving a rise in the

price of chicken was clear -- due to rising production costs.

Many poultry farnms had to cl ose down because they were | osi ng noney but
some were still carrying on in the hope of recovering their |osses, he
sai d.

On the first session of the National Smart Partnership Di al ogue today,
Dr Mahathir said it dealt with how the governnent, the private sector and
trade uni ons could cooperate to bring about economi c recovery for their
conmon benefit. -- BERNAMVA
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