28/ 03/ 1998
Repatriation of illegals will go on (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

JITRA, Fri. - The Governnent is firmin its decision to repatriate

I ndonesi an illegal immgrants despite violent resistance fromthem which
resulted in the death of nine people, including a policeman yesterday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said there was no way the
Governnent woul d reverse its decision to deport them because "it is too
costly to allowthemto remain in the country”

"We have to send themback ... no way are we going to change our stand
. We have no place for them... it incurs huge expenses to keep and
control themand al so provide themw th food and shelter," he said when
asked whether the violent clashes with the police at the Semenyih
I nmigration Detention Centre in Sel angor had affected the Governnent's
deci sion to deport the Indonesian illegal inmgrants.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Home M nister, spoke to reporters after opening
t he Kubang Pasu Umo divi sional del egates' conference at Dewan Jitra.

In yesterday's riot, the detainees, arnmed with iron rods attacked the
pol i cenen when they | earnt they were about to be repatriated to Aceh in
Sumatra. They also set fire to five blocks of dormitories.

Twent y-seven policenmen were al so injured, two seriously.

The riot in Senenyih was one of three reported at detention canps. The
other riots were at Lenggeng in Negri Senbilan and Machap Unbo in Mal acca.

On the riot, Dr Mahathir said the police had to use force to defend
t hensel ves after the detainees attacked and killed one of the policenen.

Asked whether the centre in Senenyih was suitable as a detention centre,
Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had never expected such an incident to
occur.

"Wt are only wise after the event ... before the incident, nobody tells
us that a detention centre should not have iron rods and barbed wires.

"We have spent substantially on these detai nees because if we don't,
there will be quarters like the non-governnmental organi sations making
noi se.

On a suggestion that the inmgrants refused to return because they
feared action woul d be taken against themin Indonesia, the Prine M nister
said they had to accept the fact that they were the citizens of that
country.

Mor eover, he said the Indonesian Governnment was willing to accept them
back.

Asked whet her the Indonesi an Government had reacted to the incident, Dr
Mahat hir said he was not aware if they had.

On whet her the Government woul d expedite the repatriation follow ng the
incident, Dr Mahathir said the deportation process was not an easy one as
it involved proper arrangenent and contr ol

I n Kual a Lunmpur, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor
said the nove to repatriate Indonesian illegal inmgrants was an i nmedi ate
nmeasure to alleviate the Governnent's financial and security burden and to
overcone congestion at the eight Inmgration detention centres.

Moreover, he said the police had to deal with hardcore illega
i mmgrants who were serious in their bid to resist deportation.
"We expect to clear as many | ndonesian illegal immgrants as possible

over the next few days," added Rahimat the Kuala Lunpur Hospital after
visiting an injured policeman who was warded, follow ng yesterday's cl ash.
( END)
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