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Mahat hir - inmm grants
REPATRI ATI ON OF | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS TO PROCEED, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, April 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad tonight reiterated that Malaysia is sticking to its stand
to continue repatriating illegal inmgrants.

"Qur stand on repatriating all illegal inmmgrants remains the sane,”
said Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, at a press conference after
chairing a party Suprene Council meeting at the Wrld Trade Centre here.

The prime mnister was responding to a question froma foreign
correspondent on deportation of illegal immgrants.

News reports from Jakarta said Malaysia had ill treated | ndonesian
illegal immgrants,including those injured during rioting by those
resisting repatriation froma detetion centre in Semenyih | ast March 29.

To this Dr Mahathir, who is also the Hone Mnister, said:"It's a matter
of opi nion. W' ve done our best. if they start fighting, the police have to
take action.”

In the incident a policeman fromthe Federal Reserve Unit and ei ght
I ndonesian illegal inmmgrants were killed and several others injured.

Dr Mahathir said the Suprene Council al so discussed the di spute between
H ndus and Muslins in Kanmpung Rawa, Pul au Pinang and consi dered the matter
as cl osed.

"Toni ght the Hi ndus celebrate a religious festival and | have not
recei ved any conplaint of any untoward incident," he said.

The issue was only confined to Pulau Pinang, said Dr Mahathir, who is
al so the Home M nister.

"The Kanpung Rawa i ncident is over but we must be very careful as there
are irresponsi ble element out to incite sentinents,"” he said.

He said any di spute should be resol ved through negoti ati ons.

Preventive action woul d have to be taken before any issue got out of
control, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting al so di scussed open burning and wel coned a
governnent proposal to conpel those involved to bear the costs of putting
out the fire.

He said this would be additional penalty for those deliberately
comm tting open burning besides fines and five years inprisonment upon
convi cti on.

"The sterner action is necessary as the governnment views open burning
as a crine, " he said.

Presently those involved in open burning face fines up to RMLOO, 000 or
five years inprisonnment or both upon conviction.

On Sel ayang Umo divi sion chief Datuk Saidin Thanby bei ng i nvesti gated
for allegedly receiving a cheque for RML nmillion, Dr Mahathir said
i nvestigation by the party managenent and disciplinary comrttee was
ongoi ng.

Asked about the time-frane for the probe, Dr Mahathir replied in
lighter vein:"There are still 15 nonths nore." -- BERNAMA
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