09 APR 1998
Law
REPORT OPEN BURNI NG BY AGENCI ES, LAW TELLS DCE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 9 (Bernama) -- The Departnent of Environnment (DOE)
has been directed to report to the Cabi net any governnent departments not
cooperating in efforts to halt open burning.

The directive was issued by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad at yesterday's Cabi net neeting, according to Science, Technol ogy
and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng.

Law tol d reporters today the directive was because of rising cases of
open burning particularly in the federal capital.

"Yesterday al one, DOE officers who went on a one-hour helicopter ride
around here spotted not | ess than 20 open burni ngs and t ook photographs
which | will showto the Cabinet," he said.

Earlier, Law opened a sem nar in Subang near here on the manufacturing
sector's conpliance with environmental nanagenent.

The police and the air force had offered their aircraft for use by the
departnent for aerial surveillance of open burning but Law said "we wll
make the culprits pay for the cost of this operation".

According to Law, the Cabinet had al so instructed municipal councils,
anong ot her agencies, to nobilise their units to curb further act of open
bur ni ng.

"We are working out a device in which all the governnent departments
and agenci es t hroughout the country can work together with the respective
DOE offices in the states to curb this act," he said.

Law al so said that efforts to educate small and medi um scal e i ndustries
(SMs) on environmental issues would continue.

In his speech, Law said that SMs tend to "m suse" the environment nore
than the larger industries due to constraints like | ow capital investnent,
low profit margin, |ack of skilled managenent structure.

Recent statistics showed that a | arge percentage of environmental
conmpl ai nts were against the SMs, he said but did not gave details.

Law sai d the governnent would continue to provide the necessary
assistance to the SMs if they adopt cleaner technol ogies.

The one-day senminar, organi sed by the Federati on of Ml aysi an
Manuf acturers (FMM was attended by 66 senior conmpany officials in the
Kl ang Val | ey. -- BERNAVA
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