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Commerci alise research results further: Dr M
Kamar ul Yunus

THE private sector not only does not carry out nmuch research, they do not
even use findings of research done by others, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad says.
"(They) find it better to build and sell houses, which do not require a
brilliant m nd," he said in Bangi, Sel angor yesterday.

The Prime M nister said many research findi ngs by gover nnment agenci es or
research | aboratories are left idle because the private sector tends to
seek easy noney and profits such as devel opi ng housi ng estates and
bui | di ngs whi ch do not require rmuch skills.

"To convert research results i nto sonething that can be mar ket ed and
commercialised is sonething that needs unique skills," he told reporters
after launching the Research Tech-Park of the Mal aysian Institute for
Nucl ear Technol ogy (M NT) Research Tech- Park.

In contrast, the Japanese are efficient in applying the research
findings by others.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said conpani es need to strengthen cooperation
and forge close relations with governnent research institutions to nake
full use of the research findings.

"Sone of the technol ogy and expertise avail abl e can be used by conpani es
to improve conpetitiveness in the industry. There nmay cone a day when
| ocal technol ogy repl aces foreign ones," he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so urged governnent agencies to undergo a paradi gmshift
to tackl e the problemto market the research findi ngs and ensure cl ose
cooperation with the private sector in the research field.

To a question whether research institutions will also be affected by the
Governnent's call for a reduction in expenditure due to the present
econom ¢ problem Dr Mahathir said they, including thoseinthe private
sector, will have to learn to be nore efficient and cost-effective

"Li ke the governnent agencies, we have al so asked them (research
institutions and private sector) totrimtheir expenditure.

"Sometimes, there is also a waste in conducting research ... there are
many things that we need not do but we still do because we lived | avishly
before.

"Now, we don't have the noney. The private sector nust learn to be nore
prudent and reduce cost," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the private sector should al so not be too dependent on
incentives to market their research findings.

"This is for their own good. The incentive is the profit that you nmake
fromthe research findings. (The private sector) will make profits if they
use the technol ogi es available in the country," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the ability to produce own technol ogi es and naster the
| atest ones is vital for Malaysia to realise the vision of becom ng a
devel oped country by the year 2020

"Malaysia's ability to conpete in the international market depends on
its technol ogical capability," he said.

He added that the Government has all ocated a substantial budget to
finance research progranmmes as wel | as research and devel oprent proj ects,
especially those conducted by the public sector.

In praising the MNT, Dr Mahathir said the government agency
specialising in research and devel opment has a role to i nprove the
country's infrastructure technol ogy.



Est abl i shed 25 years ago, M NT provi des research facilities for products
that have the potential for marketing. The agency earned RM3 million
sellingits finding and research results to conmpani es and i ndustri es.
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