03/ 10/ 1998

Resignation "will not adversely affect party'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said he
was confident that the resignation of Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di as Ummo
Yout h head woul d not have an adverse effect on the novenent or the party.

He said this was because in Umo, "leaders can cone and go but the
party's unity nust always be protected”.

Sabbar uddi n said he was not surprised by Zahid s decision.

Conmmendi ng Zahid on his decision, he said it was a positive thing for
himto do in the circunstances.

He said it was only proper for Zahid to resign since the Umo Youth Exco
menbers and al nost all State | eaders had collectively expressed their |oss
of confidence in his | eadership. "Now that he has done the right thing, it
is tine for Umo Youth nenbers to close ranks and build a stronger and
united front in facing the current challenges and others to cone."

Sabbar uddi n sai d, however, he had not seen the two resignation letters
witten by Zahid as they were addressed directly to party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Asked whet her Zahid's resignation woul d be di scussed at the suprene
council mneeting scheduled for Cct 6, he said there was a possibility
al t hough there was no specific need for it.

He said when a | eader applied to resign fromhis post, and had indi cated
that his decision was final, his wi sh would be respected.

"W only need to discuss about himif we want to expel him but now that
he has voluntarily resigned, there is no such need,"” he said, adding that
t he menorandum on Zahid sent by Umo Youth Exco night still be discussed
at the com ng neeting although it was not included in the agenda.

Commenting on Zahid's assertion that he was never involved in Anwar's
ref orm novenent, Sabbaruddin said: "If he says he was never involved, then
we have to believe himunless we have cl ear evidence to say ot herw se.
After all he is a responsible | eader and a Menber of Parliament."”

An Umo Youth Exco nmenber, Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir, urged all nenbers
to respect Zahid's decision and lend their full co-operation and support
to Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Hussei n.

"Zahid had put aside his self-interest to protect the greater interest
of Umo Youth and the party. Hi s unselfishness should be | auded and
enul ated by all | eaders to cone,"” he added.

(END)
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