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Congr ess- Mahat hi r
CONGRESSI ONAL RESOLUTI ON ON DR MAHATHI R MAY NOT SURVI VE

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, April 25 (Bernama) -- The proposed US House of
Representatives' resolution that demanded an apol ogy from Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for his alleged remarks on Jews mght die
before it reached the House fl oor.

Chai rman of the House Subcomrittee on Asia and the Pacific, Doug
Bereuter said here Friday that no action had so far been taken on the
resol uti on.

"While there's intense concern about that, it would probably serve our
interests if that resolution never reached the House floor, and | don't
expect it to," the congressman told journalists and nmenbers of the
Washi ngt on Roundtable for Asia Pacific Press (WRAPP).

"Unfortunately, 80 per cent of my job is dedicated to stopping bad
| egislations. That legislation is not necessarily bad, but | suspect it is
i nappropriate legislation,” said Bereuter who is a Republican from
Nebr aska.

The resol ution, introduced by Congressman Robert Wexler, a freshman
Denocrat from Florida, six nonths ago is currently co-sponsored or
supported by 27 other nenbers of the House. The resolution has not received
any support fromthe Senate.

The resol ution essentially demanded an apol ogy from Dr Mahathir for his
al l eged anti-Jewi sh remarks and called on the prime mnister to resign if
he did not do so.

Bereut er described US-Mal aysia relations as "inportant and generally
positive (although) we face friction ocassionally with the prine mnister.
He i s outspoken.™

The congressman said that he had di scussed at |ength on the issue with
Mal aysi an enbassy officials, including Arbassador Datuk Dali Mhmud Hashi m
who indicated that Dr Mahathir's statenment was "m sunderstood and
m sconstrued. "

On April 7, Wexler sent a letter to Anbassador Dali expressing his
di sappoi ntment with Dr Mahathir for his "unwi |lingness to offer an apol ogy
for his harnful remarks, or even to acknow edge that his statenents are
i nappropriate, at a mnimuminplies that he does not reject such dangerous
and anti-Senmitic behaviour."

Wexl er went further and hoped that Ml aysia woul d consi der
normal i sation of relations with Israel as a gesture and an indication to
the US Congress and the Jewi sh community that the Ml aysian governnent is
sincere in enhancing relations with the Jew sh people.

Nei t her the Ml aysi an enbassy nor Wsma Putra have responded to
Vexler's letter.

However, a group of 15 nenbers of five American Jew sh groups --
American Jewi sh Conmttee, American Jew sh Congress, Anti-Defamati on League
of Bnai Brith, B nai Brith International, and Wrld Jew sh Congress --
have nade arrangenents to neet with Anbassador Dali here next Thursday.

Barry Jacobs of the American Jewi sh Cormmittee said that the group woul d
meet on behal f of other Jew sh organisations dissatisfied with the |ack of
response fromthe prime mnister.

On a positive note, Congress recently appropriated US$700, 000 in
funding for mlitary training or I MET for Malaysia for fiscal year 1998, an
i ncrease from US$600, 000 | ast year.

Bereuter said the increase in funding was a good indication of positive



US- Mal aysia rel ations. I"m pl eased to hear about it," he said.

The Worl d Jewi sh Congress, in February said that it accepted that Dr
Mahat hir was not anti-Senmitic.

Mal aysia had witten a letter to the United Nati ons Hunan R ghts
Conmmi ssioner in Geneva to deny that the prine nminister was anti-Semtic and
that anti-Semtism has never been the policy in Mlaysia.

Mal aysi an anmbassador to the high comm ssion Hamidon Ali had witten the
letter dated Feb 20 after he met with the Wrld Jew sh Congress
representative there, Mrris Abram

Worl d Jewi sh Congress executive director Elan Steinberg had praised the
letter and said that the matter had been brought to an end.
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