13 FEB 1998

RESOLVE KELANTAN DI VI S| ONAL POLLS | SSUE, SAYS | BRAHI M ALI

PASI R PUTEH, Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Umo suprene council nenber Dat uk
I brahimAli said today the divsional elections issue in Kelantan nust be
resol ved i nmedi ately t hrough consensus based on consul tati ons and
solidarity down to the grassroots.

Umo nmenbers should focus attention on the nore vital issues at present
to avoid a split within the party in its nove to recapture the state from
PAS.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's wi sh for no contest of
di vi sional posts during next nonth's divisional elections was purely to
avoid the split, Ibrahimtold reporters here yesterday.

Ibrahimregretted that there had been all egations that the no-contest
nmove was only a ploy to safeguard the interest of certain |eaders to renain
in office.

"Umo nenbers nust be aware that should there be a split in Umo, it
will be extrenely difficult to west control of the state adm nistration
from PAS," he added. -- BERNANVA
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