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Mohaned- BN
RETAI N Bl G MAJORI TY, SEC- GEN TELLS BN COVPONENTS

JOHOR BAHARU, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- All conponent parties of the ruling
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) coalition have been directed to i medi ately activate
their respcetive election nmachinery to guarantee no erosion to the
coalition's massive majority in the next general election.

BN secretary-general Datuk Mdhaned Rahmat said after its | andslide
victory in the 1995 general election, a reduced mgjority could not be rul ed
out for the BN in the next polls "but the decline would not be to extent of
t he BN governnent bei ng defeated."

As such, he hoped all BN conponents were now in a high | evel of
prepar edness and woul d have by now taken care of internal problens besides
avoi ding quarrel s over seat allocation and candi dates.

"If we can take care of these matters now, the people would return us
to power with a bigger majority in the future. |'mconfident that the
present governnent will be re-elected and continue to enjoy support,” he
told reporters here |last night.

Mohamed, who is Information Mnister, said while the DAP had forecast
the opposition securing up to 70 parlianentary seats in the next genera
el ection, the party also conceded that it would be inpossible to defeat the
BN.

Mohaned said the opposition's objective of eroding away the BN s
two-thirds nmajority could still very well renmain a dream

"Despite the current political problens, Umo's position remains good,"
he sai d.

Mohamed said all BN conponent parties, Umo in particular, would have
tointensify efforts to endear thensel ves to the masses and keep the people
enl i ght ened.

"Umo is still solid and strong and so are the BN conponents. W reckon
the country's political problens will subside,” he said.

Mohanmed added t hat BN conmponents have repeatedly expressed support for
whatever Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s actions as BN
chai r man.
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