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"SCI ENCE has no religious connotation. What is oxygen to a Muslimis al so
oxygen to a Hi ndu, Buddhist, Christian, Taoist and even pagan.

"Islamic science is not a different science either. It is very much the
nmodern sci ence which we | earn and use today, the science which we think
originated fromthe Europeans.

"I'n fact, nuch of today's science originates fromMislins thensel ves.
Arabic words |ike algebra and algorithm for exanple, indicate their
i mmrense contribution to the scientific disciplines of mathematics and
conput er science. "

This was said by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, when
I aunchi ng t he honepage of the Langkawi International Islanic Science and
Technol ogy Exhi bition and Conference (Listec) '98.

W often hear that even though Islamis a 1,400-year-old religion,
Musl i ms have not been able to cope with the intricacies and rapidity of
scientific progress and devel opnent of the last few centuries. This is
somewhat baffling.

Sci ence and technol ogy once flourished in the Musli mworld. Mislins took
up the Greek and Persian sciences so naturally due to the fact that the
Quran and sunnah of the Prophet Muhanmad have al ways pronoted the seeking
of the truth, which is what science is all about.

Mor eover, the Quran places great enphasis on individual as well as
coll ective search and research, and | ends consi derabl e i nportance to
scientists. They are invited to conduct research and di scover the secrets
enmbedded within all the creations of Allah.

Prophet Muhamrad has al so been reported to have said: "Woever |eaves
his home to go in search of know edge follows the way of Allah," and "The
study of science has the value of fasting, the teaching of science, the
val ue of prayer”.

Sci ence and technol ogy which flourished during the great Islanic
Cvilisation was about the prem ses and objectives of scientific inquiry
and application of scientific inventions and i nnovations in the service of
Al |l ah.

The rel ati onship between Islamand science is actually defined by what
the Quran says about the Creator, Man and the universe.

The supreme Creator has shaped the universe out of nothingness. But this
effort is not without purpose. It is up to Man to seek out the purpose
behind the creations. Nothing is superfluous, randomor erratic inits
behavi our. Everything is governed by a profound and perfect bal ance or
equi librium

In physics, for exanple, Isaac Newton's third | aw says that for every
action, there nust be a reaction. Action neans performance of duty, which
must yield results or reactions. The Quranic values attached to this
"scientific" phenonenon is that if an action is positive and good, the
result will also be that, and |ikew se the reverse

The | i nkage of the Creator, Man and universe has profoundly |iberating
implications. As the keeper of this world, Man has the responsibility to
| ook after the welfare of fell ow beings and non-beings. This can only be
acconpl i shed by understanding the secrets of the world, referred to in the
Quran as the truth. Nothing is barred except that which does not benefit
the creations.

It is often said that the universe is a Miuslimscience park. Thus,



al t hough the space age cane into being only this century, a person | ooking
into the Quran over 1,400 years ago woul d have di scovered that there were
possibilities of life-forns in space. The rel evant verse states: "And
anong the signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and the
living creatures that He has scattered through them™

Probably this verse led to scientists scouring to seek the existence of
other life-forns in the universe, as reported by the findings of possible
traces of ancient Martian life in the nmeteorite ALH 84001, discovered in
the Antarctic in 1996.

Thus, this Quranic account challenges Miuslins to participate in the
real mof space science

On a simlar note, the stages of the devel opnent of the human enbryo
were not "scientifically" described until this century. However, a
di scerni ng reader of the Quran would have realised 14 centuries ago that
the verse which states: "He nmakes you in the wonbs of your mothers, in
stages, one after another, in three veils of darkness," mght be referring
to the anterior abdomi nal and uterine walls, and the placental menbrane.

In addition, the Quran describes human conception as "then we placed him
as a drop in a place of rest." The "drop" would be the zygote resulting
fromthe nerger of the spermand the egg, which divides to forma
bl ast ocyst which is inplenented in the uterus - "the place of rest".

Thus, hard as it may be to i magi ne today, fromthe eighth to the 12th
century , Muslins were the world | eaders in science and technol ogy.

Schol ars and researchers were respected and appreciated. Their works in
mat hemati cs, astronony, nedicine, chenistry, neteorol ogy and optics would
i nfluence the teaching and | earning of these subjects for centuries

af t er war ds.

But nost inportant of all, Miuslimscientists taught the world the
scientific nethod of discovery. This was a new kind of scientific inquiry;
fromone based on conjuncture of specul ati on and deduction primarily as
propagated by the G eeks, to one supported by rigid investigative tools
and procedures. These innovations becane the pillars of the next wave of
scientific domnation, nowled by the Wst.

Per haps the decline of the Muslimenpire in Europe was triggered by a
mar ked deterioration in the passion for the quest of know edge anong the
Muslims of the latter days of the Islamc civilisation.

I sl ami ¢ science and technol ogy finally stagnated and was transformed
into a state of recluse. The inpact of this debacle was so great that
what ever contributions Miuslins had made toward nodern science were
di smssed as irrelevant. Western textbooks on the history of science made
feeble and uninspiring reference to it.

Part of the blanme, lies with Muslins. Wile the decline of science and
technol ogy anong Muslins continued through to the present tine, there was,
however, revivalismof Islamin the 18th century. This event proved to be
an enigna to science and technology within the Islamc world.

The Muslimjurists who spearheaded it put out a decree banning the
adoption of studies other than those specifically related to religion,

i ncluding the preval ent scientific and technol ogi cal know how. Thus,
i nstead of nmoving with the wave of progress and devel oprent of science and
technol ogy, Muslins regressed. They entered a sel f-inposed exile.

The tine has conme for Miuslins to break this self-exile. A repeat
performance of the Islamc civilisation heyday is not inpossible. A
checklist of the prerequisites for a coneback denbnstrates that the Muslim
worl d is not | acking of resources - whether physical, human or
intellectual.

Fromthe cloning of sheep to chips tagged to protein or DNA, from speech
recognition technol ogy to personal conmunications satellite systens, it is



clear that the age of scientific discovery is here to stay.

Nevert hel ess, discovery per se cannot sustain human survival. New
di scoveries inpart new know edge. And this new know edge has to be put to
work in new technol ogi es. These are then served to fulfil the ever-
increasing world' s appetite for confort and conveni ence. This sequence of
events marks the prevalent vital |inks involving the scientist,
t echnol ogi st and entrepreneur.

But seldomhas the trio been brought together at a single gathering.
Thus, Listec '98, themed "Towards d obal Networking and Partnershi ps" ains
to do exactly this.
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