11/ 07/ 1998

"Rice price may drop after harvest season'

CONSUMERS may see a reduction on the price of rice after the current
harvesti ng season, Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat
Juni d Megat Ayob sai d yesterday.

"I have net the Whol esal ers and Retail ers Association to discuss the
matter and have been given the assurance that the price of rice will go
down after the harvesting season," Megat Junid told reporters in Kual a
Lunpur yesterday after the opening of the Love Mal aysia 98 Expo by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

On the price-controlled itenms such as flour, sugar and mneral water,
Megat Junid said the prices of these itens are under control

The minister also said that he has directed the mnistry's enforcenent
officials to check the prices of goods at the KL International Airport at
Sepang followi ng conplaints that retailers there are excessively charging
consurers, especially food itens. He suggested that a special canteen be
established for KLIA staff. "The average salary of KLIA staff is about
RML, 000. |If they have to spend about RM2O a day on food al one, how can
t hey survive

"l suggest that a special canteen be set up for KLIA and governnent
staff ... one that sells food at prices affordable to them" he added.
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