23 SEP 1998
Mokht ar - Anwar
RI OTI NG "BLACK SPOT" IN M SIA S H STORY - WAN MOKHTAR

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Tan Sri WAn
Mokht ar Ahnmad t oday described as a "black spot in Malaysia's history" the
rioting in the federal capital, saying it should not have happened in a
country which practised denpcracy and val ued the people's unity.

Bei ng devout Muslins who respected the unity anong the nulti-racial
peopl e, they should not have participated in illegal assenblies which
di srupted public order, he said.

" They shoul d have shown thensel ves as devout Mislins and accepted
God's will," he told reporters when asked to comrent on the disturbances in
Kual a Lunpur on Sunday and Monday triggered by the illegal assenblies held
by supporters of former Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

They shoul d have been patient and cal min accepting Anwar's renoval
fromthe Cabinet and Umo, said Wan Mokhtar, who is al so Terengganu Umo
Li ai son chi ef.

He reiterated that Cabi net appointnents were the prerogative of the
Prime M nister and expelling someone fromUmmo was the right of the Suprene
Council, the party's highest decision-naki ng body.

Let the court decide the justice (for Anwar)," he said.

I n SEREMBAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanmad said the
peopl e shoul d be thankful to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
for his firmess in ensuring that the country be led by | eaders with high
noral s.

He said action nust be taken agai nst those who supported Anwar as they
were not |oyal and did not |ove Umo.

It's clear they did not |ove Umo but joined the party for other
nmoti ves such as to enjoy the benefits fromthe party and government,"” he
told reporters after the state executive council neeting.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukam sai d Umo
menbers in the state were nore anxious to listen to Anwar's invol verrent in
the sex scandal than to question the party's decision to expel him

He advi sed Sabah Umo | eaders who still could not accept Anwar's
expul sion fromUmo to | eave the party.

He said State Umo | eaders faced sone difficulty in choosing the
appropriate words to explain the allegations agai nst Anwar.

"It's not easy to explain the allegations as it is not our culture to
use i nproper |anguage,” he told reporters after the weekly state executive
counci | meeti ng.

In KANGAR, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassimsaid the state
governnent woul d hold briefing sessions for civil servants on the Anwar
i ssue.

He said the briefings were held to convince the people to accept the
reality as Dr Mahathir said yesterday that there were still many who did
not believe Anwar was stripped off fromhis positions due to | ow norals.

Shahi dan al so advised Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | snmai
to be patient and |l et the police investigate her huband' s case.
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