21/ 02/ 1998
Don't risk losing all, Sabah BN told (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad told
the Sabah Bari san Nasional today that it risked | osing everything it has
achieved if greed for position, wealth and power overcomes fair judgnent.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said if the BN held on to its principle
of "justice for all" and worked on the basis of sharing with other
component parties, it would remain powerful and could ward off threats,
both within and w thout.

"If we insist that our own people should be given seats at the expense
of other conponent party |eaders, then the coalition will be ruined.

"It is better to win sone, than to lose all," Dr Mahathir said to the
appl ause of sonme 3,000 Sabah BN nenbers attendi ng the Sabah BN Conventi on.
H s hour-1ong speech was interrupted many tinmes by cheers and appl ause

fromthe audi ence, conprising nenbers of the nine BN conponent parties -
Umo, Sabah Progressive Party, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat Bersatu, Liberal
Denocratic Party, Parti Denokrati k Sabah, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, MCA,
Gerakan and M C.

Anpong t hose present at the one-day convention thenmed, "Justice For Al",
were Dr Mahathir's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhd Ali, Chief
M ni ster Datuk Yong Teck Lee and BN secretary-general Datuk Mohaned
Rahmat .

The Prime Mnister's advice carries special significance and is seen as
timely as Sabah is preparing for the next State el ection.

The current termof the State Assenbly expires in March, next year.

Dr Mahathir said if there was no justice and fairness, even the cl osest
allies would turn enem es.

"If, for instance, there are 100 seats and a particular party in the BN
insists that it should contest in all, then it runs the risk of w nning
only 10.

"But if it contests only in 50 and shares the other 50 seats with other
component parties, it can win at |east 25."

This, Dr Mahathir, said was because the conponent parties would help
each other in their constituencies.

"Wth our help, our friends in other conponent parties can win nore
seats and we can jointly formthe Governnent," he said, adding that the
key to the BN s success was to share.

He said it was better to get 50 per cent of sonething big then 100 per
cent of sonething which was nuch snal |l er

He added that the foreigners were often intrigued by the ability of the
14 parties under the BN to work together in peace.

“I'n their countries, even a coalition of two parties cannot work
t oget her. "

Dr Mahathir said it was of utnost inportance for BN | eaders to use fair
j udgnent and not sentinents in decision-naking.

"I f decisions are nade based on sentinments and enotions, then there wll
be no justice," he said.

"A judge cannot rule in favour of a guilty defendant sinply because he
was his (the judge's) nephew.

"A contract cannot be awarded to soneone just because he bel ongs to the
same party as we do, although his tender proposal is far fromattractive."

Dr Mahathir said although the Opposition clainmed otherwi se, Ml aysia
remained resilient to pressures fromforeign forces because of the ability



of the various races to stay united.

"I received a letter froma | eader of an Cpposition party claimng that
Mal aysi a has fail ed.

"The fact is, the Opposition is not thankful.

"Al though the country is facing econom c problens, we do not have to
seek the assistance of the International Monetary Fund. This is because
our econony is nore solid than those of other countries which had sought
the help of the I M

"The peopl e believe so, but the Cpposition does not," he said.

However, Dr Mahat hir rem nded the BN nenbers of the need for continued
unity in the party.

"I'f the BN crunbles fromdisunity, then we will | ose our strength and
will be forced to bow to neo-colonialism?"”

He added that the Government woul d continue to endeavour to inprove the
living standards of the people.

"Al t hough we hel p races which are behind, it is only to ensure that they
can catch up with the others.

"But we do not take fromthe rich to prosper the poor

"W believe in levelling up the society and not |evelling themdown," he
added.

( END)
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