29/ 12/ 1998

Ri val canps in RUMcontest for |egitinmacy

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Acrisis is loomng in the Railwaynen's Union of
Mal aya as rival canps stood their ground for legitinmacy of their positions
in the union.

After five hours of deliberation at an extrordinary general neeting
call ed by RUM secretary-general Che Hani Ismail (reportedly sacked from
the post and suspended of his nmenbership on Dec 7), 63 del egates from nine
of the 10 branches passed a resolution to suspend the nenbership of five
rival executive council nmenbers and to carry out an interna
i nvestigations into their activities.

The EGM held at the union office at Bangunan Tong Nam Jal an Travers,
al so saw the el ection by secret ballot of 12 new exco nenbers who have
been entrusted to carry out the investigations.

According to Che Hani, the new y-el ected exco nmenbers woul d nmeet next
week to discuss the actions taken by RUM deputy president Abdul Razak
Hassan (now acting president), vice-president R Kal aivanan, treasurer-
general Rozita Jailani, assistant-treasurer Anwar Mohd Ami n and appoi nt ed
exco nmenber Nordin Mhd Zin.

Che Hani said he had al so | odged a protest to the Director-GCeneral of
Trade Unions on the registeration of new of fi ce-bearers under FormL

"l al so announced to the del egates that the union president, Yahya
Yusoff, had resigned fromhis post citing health reasons,” he said, adding
that the del egates passed a resolution to reject Yahya's resignation.

Che Hani said five branches requested for today's EGV whi ch had the
support of 12 branch secretaries.

M nutes after Che Hani had explained the crisis to newsnen, his rival
Abdul Razak call ed for another Press conference at the president's room
where he categorically disnissed the EGM as invali d.

Abdul Razak cl ained the EGM was cal | ed by Che Hani who had been sacked
fromhis post and suspended of his menbership.

(Fol I owi ng the sacking of Che Hani, Nordin was appointed acting
secretary-general .)

"The el ection of new exco nenbers runs contrary to the appoi ntnent of
exi sting exco nenbers in 1996," he added.

Abdul Razak said as the acting president of RUM he woul d | odge
conmplaints with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad, KTMB board
chai rman Tan Sri Thong Yaw Hong, Director-General of Trade Uni ons Mhd
Gnhazal i Abdul Ghaib and Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek.

Abdul Razak al so contended that the EGMwas invalid as FormL, listing
the new of fice-bearers, was registered by the Trade Uni ons Departnent on
Dec 26.

( END)
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