09/ 07/ 1998
RMB0OOm nore to devel op Cyberjaya approved, says PM

Fadzi| Gnazali
THE Governnment has approved an additional RVM600 million for the
devel opnent of Cyberjaya, the world' s first intelligent city.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the new al |l ocati on,
despite the present economc situation, reflects the Governnent's
comm t ment towards placing Mal aysia at the forefront of information
technol ogy (1 T) and nul ti medi a devel opnent.

The allocation is expected to be drawn fromthe RVb-billion
I nfrastructure Fund announced by Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimlast week.

Cyberjaya is part of Malaysia's Multinmedia Super Corridor (MsSC) project,
a 750-sq km zone stretching fromdowntown Kual a Lunmpur to the new airport
i n Sepang.

The MSC i s envisaged to becone a global hub for the devel opnent of
mul t nedi a products and servi ces.

"The Governnent is fully commtted to the devel opnent of the MsC. .. al
the noney we can afford will go into the project,”" he said when cl osing
the Second MSC Conference, entitled "Positioning the Cyberpreneurs into
the next mllenniunt, in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Decri bing the MSC project as a |l ogical progression after attaining
i ndustrialisation, the Prime Mnister said in fact Ml aysia has no choice
but to gointo IT and nultinmedia in a big way in view of rapid advances
seen in the sector.

I f Mal aysi ans do not equip thenselves for the devel opnent, they will be
| eft behind, he told his audi ence of government officials and aspiring
cyber preneurs.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent is tapping the country's capacity and
resources to enable the people to go into high growmh areas, in which
Mal aysi ans have the potential to naster and excel

"Wt are working with others (foreigners with the expertise) and at the
same tine |learning fromthem" he added.

A great deal of keenness has been shown in the MSC and it is also
evi dent that Ml aysi an conpani es’ capability to use technol ogy to devel op
new products is growi ng, Dr Mahathir noted.

"I hope they will soon be able to export the products to earn foreign
exchange, " he sai d.

The Prime Mnister urged |local small- and mediumscale I T companies to
take advantage of the various incentives offered by the Governnent as well
as the | ow cost of setting up base within the MSC

During a question and answer session |later, Dr Mahathir said he does not
foresee people in the rural areas being | eft bebehind in Mal aysia's push
on this front.

"They will learn very quickly. Just like children, the rural people are
eager to learn... they are quick to pick up new things," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the people nmust be patient if they are to reap the
i nt ended benefits fromnew technol ogies. Referring to the initial glitches
experienced by the state-of the art Kuala Lunpur International Airport
(KLI'A) in Sepang, he said: "KLIA is a typical exanple of bringing new
technol ogy to people who are used to old ways."
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