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Local I y-nmade products are not inferior: PM

THE call to buy Malaysian is not a call to buy inferior products, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said | ast night.

"Worl d-cl ass jeans are nade in Mal aysia. H gh-quality electronic
components are manufactured in Mal aysia. We can make cars and lorries in
Mal aysi a that can be exported,” he told a crowmd of some 20, 000 peopl e at
t he "Semar akkan Semangat G nta Ml aysi a" perfornmance organi sed by the
Mal aysi an Chi nese Association in Kuala Lunpur

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi an-nade goods are "different frombefore" and
the country has been naki ng products for the world.

For ei gn goods, he said, are not necessarily better; in fact, he added,
many forei gn brands have Mal aysi an- made conponents.

"When we cal |l ed for buying of Ml aysi an- made products, we are not urging
the rakyat to buy inferior goods. W sinply urge themto buy | ocal
products as this can help to strengthen the econony."

He said buying local will help reduce the outflow of the ringgit while
at the sanme tine inprove the | ocal businesses.

"It is nost critical to protect our currency, and this can be done by
buyi ng Mal aysi an-made products ... This gives strength for us to fight the
present econonic probl ens," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d support canpai gns on buying | ocally-
made goods.

"When we buy Ml aysi an- made products, it shows that we | ove the country
and willing to sacrifice to defend the nation and its econony ... Ml aysia
belongs to all of us. If we don't, who else would |l ove this nation?"

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment will do everything it can to defend the
country and ensure it weathers the econonic storm

He al so called on the people to act rationally and sensibly in dealing
with the problems facing themas a result of the region's financial
crisis.

"In other nulti-racial nations, there are problens and even racial riots
due to the crisis. In Malaysia, we do not have this. No race in Ml aysia
isliving in fear or feeling threatened. This is our advantage. W nust
val ue this," he added.

The country's bal anced econom ¢ devel opnent as well as the strong unity
of its multi-racial population are the country's edge in overcom ng the
current downturn

Dr Mahathir said the country's racial harnony is intact because all the
races in Mal aysia are sensitive to one another's feelings.

(END)
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