10/ 10/ 1998

"Rol e country plays in world arena recogni sed

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Malaysia's election to the United Nations Security
Counci| proves that the world recogni ses the significant role the country
plays in international affairs.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today the
country's foreign policy, one based on principles, was the reason for the
international community's confidence i n Mal aysi a.

"The Security Council is a powerful body in the United Nations and there
are many issues it can tackle," he said at a Press conference at Wsnm
Putra.

On Wednesday, Mal aysia was elected to the Security Council for the third
time as a non-permanent nenmber for the 1999- 2000 session.

It had the hi ghest nunber of votes with 174 out of 176 cast. Besi des
Mal aysi a, Argentina, Nam bia, Canada and the Netherl ands were al so
el ect ed.

Argentina had 171 votes, Nam bia 167, Canada 131 and t he Net herl ands
122.

Abdul I ah said that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and he
would wite to all UN nenbers, thanking themfor electing Ml aysi a.

"We will al so thank Asian countries which noninated us as the sole
representative fromthe regi on for the non-pernmanent Security Counci
seat."

He said the role and oustandi ng | eadership of Dr Mahathir al so hel ped
Mal aysi a i n securing the overwhel mi ng support.

When pointed out that the five permanent nenbers of the Security Counci
- the United States, Russia, Britain, China and France - had the veto
powers over matters, Abdullah said this was a fact which had to be
accepted for now.

"W cannot do anything about it. W have to act effectively and with
princi pl es when | ooking for solutions to certain problens,” he said.

"I amconfident the countries will not use their veto powers if an issue
concerning a country is dealt with effectively and with principles.™

There are many i ssues which have to be resol ved including the
Pal esti ni an cause and the crisis in Kosovo.

On Nato's threat to use air strikes to force Yugoslav President Slobodan
M| osevic to withdraw his forces from Kosovo, Abdull ah said:

"Qur stand is that any action against a country shoul d have the backi ng
of the United Nations."

( END)
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