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Rooting out graft: ACA unit to study work procedures

Leslie Andres

KUALA LUVMPUR, Thurs. - As a step towards conbating corruption in

gover nnent agencies, the Anti-Corruption Agency has set up a special unit
to study work procedures.

Oficers fromthe Supervisory Division of the ACA woul d exam ne these
procedures once notified by the departnents and agenci es.

The existence of the unit is to satisfy a provision in the Anti-
Corruption Act 1997 which cones into effect today.

Under section 8(c) of the Act, the ACA director-general and his officers
are required to study the procedures of governnent departnents and
agencies to identify possible areas where bribery may occur.

Di sclosing this today, ACA director-general Datuk Shafee Yahaya said the
di vi si on woul d nake reconmendati ons to the various departnent heads if
weaknesses were found in their work procedures.

He did not reveal how many officers were posted to the division.

Shaf ee was speaking after a cerenony to mark the enforcenment of the Act
and the launch of the noverment to consolidate the integrity system of the
adm ni strative managenent of the Governnment by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at the ACA headquarters in Pesiaran Duta.

O her main points of the Act include the power to search a suspect's
house, which is now provided only to the police.

The Act al so provides for higher penalties - not |ess than 14 days' j ai
and not nore than 20 years' inprisonnent, and a fine of five times the
bri be or RMLO, 000, whichever is higher - under section 16.

Failure of a public officer to report an attenpted bribe carries a fine
of not nore than RMLOO, 000 and i nprisonnent of up to 10 years under
section 17(1) of the Act.

Shaf ee said the agency would recruit 237 officers to ensure there was
enough manpower to enforce its increased powers under the Act.

These officers are expected to report for duty within the next two
months and will be given a nine-nonth course before starting work.

He also said it was incunbent upon the chairmen of the admi nistration
managenent systens integrity conmttees to | ook into the work procedures
of their respective departnents and agenci es.

At the mnistry level, the chairman of the commttee will be the
secretary-general, Chief Mnisters or Menteris Besar at the State | evel,
and director-generals for departnents and agenci es.

Shafee said it was inportant that these agencies had client charters for
their staff to follow "This will provide guidelines and a set tinme for
the departnments and agencies to deliver their services to the public, and
hel p prevent corrupt practices.”
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