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"Propagate correct inmage of Islan

MJUSLI M5 shoul d correct the negative image of Islamthrough education and
better quality literature, Oxford Centre for Islamc Studies director Dr
Far han Ahmad Ni zam said

He said a correct and objective view of the Islamc world should be
wi dely di ssemi nated through educati on and publications to renove the
m sunder st andi ngs and prej udi ces that m ght exist.

Far han was speaki ng at the Ml aysi a- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt Sem nar:
"Europe and the Islamc Wrld" organised by Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysia and Ccis, supported by the EU.

The New Straits Tines is the official newspaper while Radi o Tel evi syen
Mal aysia is the official electronic nmedia for the event.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad opened the two-day sem nar
yesterday. Over 250 participants, including those fromthe EU, Ml aysia
and nenbers of the diplomatic corps, attended the cerenony which was
tel ecast |live over RTML.

Al so present were EU representative, Mchel Caillouet, the anbassador
and head of del egation of the EC, I kimchairman Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdu
Ham d and I ki mdirector-general Datuk Dr Ismail |brahim

Participants include Dr Nico Landman from U trecht University, Professor
Bo Utas from Uppsal a University and Professor Marco Lombardi from
Universita Cattolica and Professor James Piscatori fromCcis.

Farhan said there was insufficient participation of Mislimscholars to
the tradition of learning and that they should contribute nore objective
and schol arly works that dispelled distortions of the past.

In parts of Western Europe, such as France and Britain, |Islamhad becone
the second | argest religion, he said.

"It is up to the Muslins in Europe to realise the challenges, to seize
the opportunities avail able and be confident in retaining their identity.
The Muslinms have to adapt and contribute to Europe with confidence.

"You cannot have a situation that people, as it were, were constantly
apol ogi sing. This would not be right."

In his speech, Farhan said the noderate, pragmatic and flexible policies
devel oped by Mal aysia had given rise to "an active and dynam c |slamthat
nei t her condemms nor excl udes.

"There is much for us to learn fromthe experience of Malaysia that is
rel evant to the wider rel ationshi ps between the European and |slamc
wor | ds. "

Farhan | ater chaired the "lIslam Ml aysia and Europe: Hi storical Links
and Mutual |nfluence" plenary session with speakers, University of Ml aysa
associ ate professor Muhammad Abu Bakar and professor Dr Udo Steinbach,
director of the German Oriental Institute.

Speakers at the "lIslam Mal aysia and Europe: The Need for Bridge
Bui | di ng" plenary session were International Islanmic University deputy
rector (Acadenic Affairs) Professor Mbhd Kamal Hassan who is currently
Georgetown University visiting professor and anbassador | ngmar Karl sson,
Swedi sh Enbassy Prague.

In his paper, Mhd Kanmal said the first step in the building of bridges
is the acknow edgenent of interdependency in the establishment of a
peaceful and prosperous worl d.

He said the next step would be "to renove the prejudices and
preconceptions in our minds and cultures through a sincere attenpt at



under st andi ng the ot her side."

"A superficial understanding is sometines nore dangerous than pure
i gnorance, but provides for a fragile foundati on upon which no |asting
edifice could be constructed."

In this respect, he said, Ml aysia was uni quely bl essed as the country's
Musl i m popul ation and political elite were accustonmed to the interaction
of the major religions.

"Mal aysi a's di stance fromthe nore violent prone regions of the world
make her a suitable candidate for bridging the good that is in the West
and the good that is in the East."

( END)
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