15 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Rot ati on
ROTATI ON SYSTEM TO GO QN, SAYS PM

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d today the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) power-sharing concept
practised in Sabah will proceed for as long as the people in the state want
it to go on.

"The rotation systemw || continue unless they (the Sabahans)
thensel ves feel that it is no |onger necessary to do so,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a news conference at the old term nal of
the Kota Kinabalu Airport before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur after a three-day
visit to the state and the Federal Territory of Labuan

Anpong those present at the airport were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok, Deputy Chief M nister and Sabah Umo |iai son conmittee chairnan
Dat uk Csu Sukam state cabinet ninisters, head of federal and state
gover nment departnents and state | eaders.

The prinme minister said that the power-sharing concept whereby the post
of chief mnister was rotated anong the three nmajor communities in the
state had proceeded snmoothly with all the BN conponent parties giving their
full cooperation.

The concept was proposed by himduring the run-up to the state el ection
in February 1994 to provide an opportunity for a representative of the
Musl i m Bumi put eras, the Chinese and non-MislimBumi puteras in the state to
head t he governnent.

The first under the rotation systemto hold the chief mnister's post
was Tun Sakaran Dandai of Umo who held the post from March 1994. He was
repl aced by Datuk Salleh Tun Said in Decenber the same year when Sakaran
was appoi nted the Yang Di pertua Negeri

Dat uk Yong Teck Lee, representing the Chinese conmunity, took over the
post in May 1996 and he was repl aced by Donpok, who represents the
non- Musl i m Bumi putera comunity, on May 28, this year

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chai rman, was al so asked to conment on
specul ation that the state election will be held in October this year. The
state election has to be held by March next year when the term of the
present state governnent expires.

In jest, the prinme mnister said: "I amseriously |ooking at Septenber,
COct ober, Novenber...until March next year."

On the chances of BN s victory in the next state el ection, he said that
at present there was strong unity in the BN and if this could be maintained
there was a good chance of the BN w nning the el ection.

Asked to comrent on the possibility that the opposition may raise the
i ssue of the economic crisis to garner support, Dr Mahathir said that the
BN coul d bring up the case of the poor situation in Sabah during the
previ ous governnent |ed by the opposition.

Dr Mahathir also said that the BN conmponent parties in Sabah coul d
propose the nane of their candidates to be fielded in the state el ection
but he woul d make the final decision.

He however said that in the past, his decisions on candi dates woul d be
readi |y accept ed.

On whether all the nine BN conponent parties in Sabah will be
represented, he said that the natter had not been deci ded.

Regardi ng the vacant post of deputy chairman of the Sabah Umo |iai son
commttee follow ng the resignation of Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh recently,
Dr Mahathir said that it woul d be discussed | ater.
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