23/ 09/ 1998

Royal coupl e i npressed with our devel oprment

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Queen Elizabeth Il said tonight she and her husband
Prince Philip were deeply inpressed with the infrastructure devel opnent
taki ng pl ace i n Mal aysi a.

She said they were particularly inpressed with the Kual a Lunpur
I nternational Airport, National Stadium Nasional in Bukit Jalil, the Iight
rail transit systemas well as the Petronas Twi n Towers.

She said she was pl eased that British conpani es and experts played a key
partnership role in many of these projects.

"Qur econonmic links are close. In 1996 and again in 1997, Ml aysi an
conpani es exported goods worth nore than ST& two billion pounds (RML2. 8
billion) to the United Kingdom narket," she said the Queen in her a speech
at a state banquet in her honour at |stana Negara.

"The United Kingdomdid not do quite so well, but you are still a major
purchaser of British exports.

The Queen said both countries had continued to have cl ose co-operation
inthe field of education.

She said Britain valued the contribution of Malaysia's youths in this
field where as nmany as 20, 000 Mal aysi ans studied in the United Ki ngdom

"Qur universities, our Government, the British Council and the private
sector have all worked together to take specific action to soften the
i mpact on individual students of the currency fluctuation," she said.

"I hope that we shall see nmore British students studying at Ml aysi an
uni versities, and on the overseas canpuses of their British counterparts
est abl i shed here.

"We want to do everything possible to support Malaysia's anbition to
becone a regional |eader in education.”

Earlier, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar said in his speech he
hoped the United Kingdomcould contribute to a gl obal response to the
current crisis in the international financial system

He said it was Malaysia's hope that the UK, together with the European
Uni on and the Organi sation for Econom c Co-operation and Devel opnment,
woul d continue to contribute to the recovery and rehabilitation of the
Sout heast Asi an regi on.

"Mal aysia remains conmitted to working closely with the United Ki ngdom
in fostering a better global environnent for devel opnent, progress and
i mproved under st andi ng bet ween open tol erant societies conmtted to peace
and prosperity,” the King said.

The banquet was al so attended by the Duke of Edi nburgh Prince Philip
the Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohanmed Ali.

The King al so said Mal aysi a was delighted that the Queen had officiated
at the closing of the 16th Conmonweal th Ganes.

( END)
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