28 NOV 1998
RTM A rtine
RTM TOO MAY REDUCE TV Al RTI ME

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- RTM may reduce the airtine of its two
tel evision channels to cut operating costs, Deputy Information M nister
Dat uk Sul ei man Mohaned sai d t oday.

He said the proposal, likely to be inplenented in January at the
earliest, would result in RTMsaving RM30 million a year.

The private station TV3 had earlier announced shorter airtine from
Decenber, with only 12 hours of programres on Mondays to Thursdays conpared
to over 20 hours now.

Sul ei man said TV1 mght revert its starting tine on Mondays to
Thursdays to 2.30pmas was the case previously. At present the channel
starts at 7am

Speaking to reporters after opening the Infornmati on Departnment's
Quality Day, he said with shorter airtine, the station could cut down on
sl ots without sponsors or which brought in | ow revenue.

Meanwhi | e, Sul ei man confirnmed receiving many conplaints from
di ssatisfied viewers over the snipping off of various scenes fromP. Ranl ee
nmovi es screened by TV1 to the extent of affecting the storyline.

He said the ministry would take steps to ensure that RTM did not nake
i nappropriate cuts.

At the cerenony, Sul ei man gave away Quality Awards to nministry staff
and | aunched "Kol eksi Ucapan Mahathir" -- a collection of Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's speches -- on behal f of Information
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat.

- - BERNAMA.

WNZ SK



	RTM TOO MAY REDUCE TV AIRTIME (Bernama 28/11/1998)

