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Rurmours: Stern, swift action urged

P. Chandra Sagaran; M m Syed Yusof

SUNGAI SIPUT, Sun. - MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said swift and
stern action has to be taken agai nst those responsi bl e for spreading "hate
nessages” and runmours on the Internet to protect the country's stability.

"We will not allowanyone to destroy the solidarity, unity and stability
in the country which the Governnent has built over the years."

Mal aysi a had been enjoying strong unity anong the various ethnic groups,
he said.

He was commenting on the arrest of a 20-year-old col |l ege student by the
Penang pol i ce on Aug 8 on suspicion of using the Internet to di ssem nate
"hat e nessages" pertaining to a certain group to the public.

It was reported that investigations were being carried out by police to
det ermi ne whet her t he student was part of a group whi ch had been sendi ng
hate nessages via e-nail recently.

To stop the act of spreadi ng these nessages and runours, Sany Vel lu
said: "The relevant | aws need to be anended to ensure that stern action is
taken agai nst the cul prits.

"Ml aysi ans nmust realise that |istening to such runoburs and nessages
will create problens,"” he told reporters after the opening of a
ki ndergarten at Sekol ah Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaan (T) Changkat Sal ak, near
here, yesterday.

In Gik, Deputy Home M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli CGhazali said the
Gover nment woul d not hesitate to use the Internal Security Act agai nst
i ndi vidual s who used the Internet to spread runours, raise racial issues
or invoke religious controversies.

He said the | SA woul d be used as these actions were consi dered a threat
to national security and must be taken seriously.

He said as Malaysia was a nmulti-racial country with diverse ethnic and
rel i gi ous backgrounds, such acti ons coul d cause unnecessary pani ¢ and
unpl easant repercussi ons.

Tajol Rosli said this in response to a query on how t he Gover nnent
pl anned to deal with individuals who used the e-mail to forward articles
or views on racial and religious issues.

He was al so asked whet her individuals who criticised or condemmed t he
Governnent openly on the Internet woul d be charged under the | SA

Pol i ce have det ai ned t hree peopl e under the Act on the suspicion of
spreadi ng runmours of disturbances particularly inthe ChowKit area
through the Internet early | ast week.

They were detained after police tracked their activities on the Internet
wi th the assistance of M npbs Bhd.

Tajol Rosli said using the | SA agai nst suspects was the fastest action
to stop any situation fromgetting out of hand.

He al so said the country's prosperity depended on political stability
and support fromthe peopl e and the Governnent nust ensure that nothing
j eopardi sed this.

"Using the ISAis just theinitial action. After investigations, police
coul d change their stand and detain the wongdoers under the Sedition Act
or charge themin open court.

"What is inportant is to first get the situation under control, and
detaining themunder the ISAis the fastest and nost effective nethod," he
sai d.

On howto nmonitor such activities onthe Internet, Tajol Rosli said with



the help of M nos, police could easily detect the activities and take the
appropriate action.

He, however, gave the assurance that only articles and informati on which
were a threat to national security would be nonitored and scrutini sed.

Taj ol Rosli also said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had
directed the police to beef up their information technol ogy capabilities
to hel p themcounter such problenms on the Internet.

On the arrest of a retired Royal Ml aysian Air Force brigadi er-general
who was found i n possession of a rocket |auncher and a pistol, Tajol Rosli
said the i ssue shoul d not be bl own out of proportion.

He al so said police were investigating the matter and that the people
shoul d not junp to concl usi ons before the i nvestigati ons were conpl et ed.
Earlier, Tajol Rosli opened a sem nar on Islamc Fam |y Laws held in
conjunction with the Hulu Perak district-level Hari Wanita.
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