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Rurmour nongers to be traced and puni shed (HL)

R V. Veera; Adrian David

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government will come down hard on runour nongers
who have resorted to spreadi ng basel ess reports of riots in the Federa
capital through the Internet.

Pol i ce are now checking various E-mai|l addresses and nunbers in an
effort to trace the sources of the runmours.

Home M nistry secretary-general Datuk Samsudi n Gsnan said the
authorities would trace these cul prits, including those who used E-nail
services to spread runmours, and stern acti on woul d be taken agai nst t hem

W thout giving details of the puni shnment for such of fences, Sanmsudin
sai d the Government vi ewed seriously the m schievous acts of those who
spread the rumurs over the Internet yesterday.

"Police hope to identify those responsible for the m schi evous act as
t hey are already checki ng through several E-mail nunbers to trace them"
he told a Press conference in Bukit Aman.

Al so present were | nmigration director-general Datuk Aseh Che Mat and
Federal Police Internal Security and Public Order director Datuk Ghazali
Yaacob.

"Police will track down these runour nongers soon as they had succeeded
inidentifying another group believed to be | ocal s who had resorted to
simlar tactics recently."

He said there were basel ess reports of riots by Indonesian illega
immgrants in the city and that this was the work of those he described as
"peopl e who do not love their country".

Last night, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad advi sed
Mal aysi ans to remain united and thwart attenpts by unscrupul ous peopl e who
spread runours over the Internet to create chaos.

"These people are traitors,” Dr Mahathir, who i s Umo president, had
said after chairing the party's suprene council meeting.

The Prinme M nister said this when asked to coment on runours that
i mm grants had taken up arns agai nst the authorities, reportedly inthe
Chow Kit area.

The runmours were rife yesterday afternoon and | ast night.

Sanmsudi n al so urged E-nail users to stop forwardi ng such nessages to
their friends without verifying their authenticity.

"The public should not listen to runours and when i n doubt of any
unconfirmed reports shoul d contact the nearest police station or the
Mal aysi an Control Centre at Bukit Aman (Tel: 03-2020999, 03-2020199, 03-
2029999) .

Ghazali said there were many inquiries fromthe public wanting to find
out whet her troubl e had broken out between I ndonesi an i nmi grants and t he
police when in actual fact there was no such incident.

"There is no fight or riot anywhere in the country. This is the truth
and police have nothing to hide

"The public will be inforned inmediately if any such incident had
occurred as this is part of our security neasures," said Ghazali

I n Kaj ang, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor today war ned
that police woul d not hesitate to recommend that the Honme M nistry use the
Internal Security Act agai nst runour nongers.

Simlarly describing themas "traitors" who had tarnished the i mage of
the nation and put the people in fear, Rahimsaid: "W don't care who is
responsible for this. We will take action agai nst them"



He said a teamconprising officers fromthe federal police headquarters
in Bukit Aman has been set up to tackle the nenace of spreading vicious
runours via the Internet.

Speaking to reporters at the Kajang Hill Golf C ub, he said the team
woul d i nvestigate and trace the culprits.

Pol i ce have to take drastic neasures "as what happened yesterday (the
spreadi ng of rumours of riots) was for real. It caused pani c anong t he
public.

"I was flooded with calls, especially towards the |later part of the
eveni ng, even fromas far as East Mal aysia, enquiring if there were al so
riots involving foreigners in Tanbunan, Sabah,” said Rahim

He said police believed the runours spread t hrough the Internet were the
wor k of teenagers or youths out to create m schief.
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