03/ 09/ 1998
Rural projects to receive a boost: Annuar

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE Cabi net has agreed to allowthe special RMLOO million allocation for
m ni sters, Menbers of Parlianment (MPs) and senators to be used to finance
m nor rural devel opment projects, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar
Misa sai d yesterday.

This nove, he said, will conplenent the allocation set aside by the
mnistry for such projects.

Speaki ng at a press conference in Kual a Lunpur, he said the activities
i ncl ude:

* sponsoring sports activities and purchasi ng sports equi pment such as
jerseys and trophies (limted to not nore than 30 per cent of the total
al l ocation);

* imedi ate grants for victins of flood, fire or other emergency cases;

* assisting participants of Hardcore Poor Programres in their smal
projects such as fish rearing;

* funding motivational and conputer courses;

* financial support for programres organi sed by Gover nnent agenci es such
as Kenmas or Parent Teacher Associ ations;

* conputer purchases for youth organi sati ons or farmers' associ ati ons,

i ncl udi ng training, software and hardware costs; and

* assisting charity work by non-governnental organi sations.

Currently, he said the allocation for sports, for exanple, is restricted
to infrastructure projects. Sone non-governmental organi sations have al so
been unable to carry out charity work due to the difficulty in raising
f unds.

He al so stressed that approval for the projects will depend on priority.

"The applicants have to go through proper channels so that the grants
wi Il not be wasted and used for personal political gains instead,"” he
sai d.

In cases of energency, should the allocation be fully disbursed, he said
the MPs or senators can personally request for an additional grant from
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad hi nsel f.

"The Prine M nister nmay deci de whether to approve it or not ... it
depends on the nerit of the problens,” he said.

Each minister and MP is given a RVb00, 000 al l ocation to be used for
smal | rural devel opnent projects.

This means an MP, who is also a mnister, will have a total of RML
mllion to be disbursed.

The Gover nnent had al so approved of a RMLOO, 000 al | ocati on for each
senator, to carry out small devel opment projects during their three-year
term

The di sbursenent of the allocation will be coordinated by the
| npl enent ati on Coordi nati on Unit under the Prine M nister's Departnent.

"The all ocation is given to the senators as they work closely with the
rakyat and receive nmany applications fromthemto devel op vari ous
devel opnent projects," Annuar said.

On the RMR20 m|lion allocation for rural projects given under the
Nati onal Recovery Pl an, Annuar said the mnistry has no probl ens
di sbursing the grant.

"The allocation is neant for projects which had previously been
post poned due to a shortage of funds. This is sinply to give back what had
earlier been approved," he said.
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