25/11/ 1998

Calls to give rural schools nore attention

atudin
MPs yesterday highlighted the disparity in standards of educati on between
rural and urban areas during debate on the Supply Bill 1999.

They cited exanpl es to back their argument and spoke on issues
concerning facilities and the pysche of teachers.

Suki nam Donp ( BN- Bat ang Sadong) said there was a need for both synpat hy
and enpat hy in addressing the issue.

She said teachers in rural schools were either "green" or old tiners and
| acked notivati on.

"Can you stand teaching at the sane rural school with three cl asses and
20 pupils for years?"

The performance of U ian Penil ai an Sekol ah Rendah candi dates i n Sar awak
this year reflected the need for greater efforts, she said, citing the
per cent age of A passes in English which stood at 9.5 per cent; Mthenatics
(15.8 per cent); and Science (six per cent).

Chi ew Chiu Sing (DAP-Bi ntul u) spoke of how teachers had to share
gquarters, which were al so not satisfactory.

He asked how some rural schools could still be backward in a fast
devel opi ng country.

Ruhani e Ahmad (BN-Parit Sul ong) said the Government had been unfair to
rural schools and al l uded to the conputer progranme and Snart school s.

"We have asked how nany of the 90 Smart schools are in rural areas. The
Education M nistry said there are no statistics for that," Ruhani e sai d.

He spoke of the danger of the disparity between rural and urban school s
wi deni ng and deepeni ng.

On certain parents and teachers poi soning the ninds of children as
hi ghli ghted by Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Ruhani e said
the matter had to be | ooked into seriously.

WAn Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN Batang Lupar) questioned the Educati on
Mnistry onits allocation to urban and rural schools.

"More funds are needed to hel p schools in rural areas in viewof their
| ack of facilities," he said.

Expressing simlar sentinments, M Kul asegaran (DAP-Tel uk Intan) said
i ncentives should be given to woo nore teachers to serve in rural areas.

On UPSR, he said it appeared that nmore than 50 per cent of pupils did
not neet the mark

Kul asegaran al so called onthe Mnistry to give special attention to
Tam | schools inrural areas in order to rectify weaknesses.

Dat uk Abu Zahar Datuk N ka U ang (BN-Kuala Pilah) said priority in the
provi si on of conputers should be given to rural schools.

He al so spoke on the |ong-standing plan to build an Institut Teknol og
Mara branch in Kual a Pil ah.

MPs al so spoke of the problens facing National (Chinese Type) primary
school s.

Dat uk Hon Choon Ki m (BN Serenban) said while these schools were
attracting nore pupils, their nunber has actually dropped.

Datuk Lim Si Cheng (BN-Senai) al so alluded to overcrowdi ng at these
school s, saying that two i n Johor Baru had an enrol nent of nore than 4, 000
each.

Dr Tan Chong Keng (BN-Bukit Mertajam said many parents w shed to send
their children to such schools so they could | earn Chinese froman early
age.



As for his constituency, he appealed to the Education Mnistry to
consi der buil di ng such school s i n Tanan Kota Pernai, Taman Sej aht era and
Al ma.

On Smart schools, he saidin every parlianmentary constituency, there
shoul d be at | east one national school, one Chinese Type and one Tani |
Type school designated as Smart school s.

Abdul Hadi Awang (Pas-Marang) said there were indications that the
Governnent was gradual |y absolving itself fromthe responsibility of
financi ng hi gher educati on.

As a result, there were students frompoorer famlies who had been
deni ed the opportunity to further their studies.

Dat uk Dr Kamal Salleh (BN Wangsa Maj u) said corporatisation of
universities shouldresult ingreater flexibility tothe universities
whi ch shoul d al so be encouraged to generate funds

Dr Tan Yee Kew (BN-Klang) call ed on the Education Mnistry to address
t he shortage of classroons i n Chinese Type school s.

She urged the M nistry to seriously consider providing a pi ece of |and
for Sekol ah Rendah Kebangsaan (Chi na) Peng Hua, which was now squatting on
Heng Wah Secondary School 's prem ses in her constituency.

She said the board for the Chinese primary school had subnitted
applications tothe Mnistry for assistance but had been unsuccessful so
far.

"It is hoped that this problemcan be resol ved quickly," she added.

Li m Hock Seng (DAP-Bagan) call ed on the Governnent to build nore Chi nese
primary school s.

"What is inportant is the need to enhance our educational facilities
i rrespective of whether the nediumof instruction is Mandarin or Tam |, k"
he added.
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