06 MAY 1998
Yong- CM
SABAH CABI NET TO SUPPORT MAHATHI R S CHO CE FOR CM

KOTA KI NABALU, May 6 (Bernama) -- The Sabah cabinet will support
whoever Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad nanes as the next
chi ef mnister.

This was decided at its weekly neeting today, Qutgoing Chief Mnister
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee told a nedia conference after the neeting.

Asked if he had been informed of his successor, he said: " Let's wait
for Dr Mahathir's news conference tonorrow. "

Dr Mahathir will be in Sabah tonorrow to neet state Barisan Nasional
(BN) | eaders to decide on Yong's successor.

Yong's two-year termends on May 28. Hi s successor will be fromthe
non- musl i mbuni putera communi ty.

Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Joseph Kurup and state Tourism and
Envi ronnent M nister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok are the forerunners for the
post .

Under the rotation systeminplenented by the BN after it took over the
state administration in 1994, the chief mnister's post will be rotated for
two years anong the three major communities -- Mislimbum putera,
non- Musl i m bum putera and t he Chi nese.

The first chief mnister under the rotation systemcane fromthe Miuslim
bum putera community foll owed by Yong, representing the Chinese.
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