23/ 11/ 1998
Sabah assured of Federal assistance

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - The Federal Covernnent is studying Sabah's request
for financial assistance to hasten econoni c devel opment in the State,
Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned today said.

He gave the assurance that the State Governnment could count on the
Federal Government for assi stance, addi ng that State and Federal |eaders
had held a series of discussions on the matter.

"State | eaders had discussed the matter with Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and al so with me and we are | ooki ng i nto the request,”
Must apa tol d reporters after attendi ng a gat heri ng of Umo nmenbers in
Put at an near here.

State Finance M nister Datuk OGsu Sukamhad when presenting Sabah's 1999
Budget at the State Assenbly | ast Monday said that the State Gover nnent
coul d expect financial support fromthe Central Governnent.

Asked about the ammount requested by the State Governnent, Mistapa said
the figure has yet to be decided as discussionis still in progress.

He sai d since the Barisan Nasional took over the State admi nistration in
1994 t he Federal Governnent has spent several millionringgit for poverty
eradi cati on progranme and for inplementing basic infrastructure in the
rural areas.

"Despite the current economnic downturn the Federal Governnent wil|
continue to give priority to inproving the well-being of the rural people
i n Sabah," he sai d.

In his speech, Mustapa said the BN Government had constructed 1, 600km of
roads and built 6,000 houses for the hardcore poor in Sabah over the | ast
four years.

He al so said that the BN had fulfilled nost of the promses it nmade in
the 1994 State el ection, the nost significant of whichis the setting up
of the Universiti Ml aysia Sabah costing nore than a billion ringgit.

"Unli ke the Qpposition, we do not nake enpty pronises ... we only make
proni ses we can deliver," he said, adding that the BN Governnment was
sensitive to the needs of the people.

Must apa cal |l ed on the people to continue rallying behind the Federal
| eader shi p under Dr Mahathir in efforts to bring Mal aysia out of the
economi ¢ cri sis.
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